Sudan preparing peace formula 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi said 
Satuntey his gweimnent was preparing anew declaration on bow to settle 
me ttw-year-okl dvfl war inaoutbem Sudan. Mr. Mahdi. quoted by the 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA), also said bis government, troubled by the 
jot and an seme economic crisis, wac * jhead with plans to convene a 

toyed conference to produce a new constitution. Speaking to 
of. political parties, Mr- -am the problem feeing tub 

ent was how to deal with what he called the “armed movement in 
_ -rri’’ a reference to the Addis Ababa-backed rebel Sudan People's 
liberation Army (SPLA). He said the new peace formula would take into 
***** contacts with the SFIA, led by Colonel John Garang, before the 
shootfeg down last August of a Sudanese Airlin er by the rebels. AH 60 
people on board were killed. Mr. Mahdi and CoL Garang, once allied 


i “ Ethiopia some three weeks before the plane was clowned. After 
the incident, Mi. Mahdi broke contact with the SPLA and described it as a 
terrorist organisation controlled by foreign powers. 
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U.S. to sell helicopters to S. Arabia 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan administration plans to seD 
helicopters and electronic equipment for jet fighters for more than $400 
million to Saudi Arabia, Pentagon officials said Saturday. Officials 
confirmed published reports the a d ministra tion mil officially notify 
Congress later the month of the offer to seD a dozen large troop transport 
helicopters, other smaller helicopters and electronic counter-measures 
equipment for Saudi Arabian F-lS fighter jets. The sale would become 
offiaal 30 days after the notification unless Congress vetoed it. Army 
Lieutenant Colonel Bill Birdseye, a Pentagon spokesman, said congres- 
sional committees were unofficially apprised of the sale last week, but 
declined to give specifics. Such unofficial notification is normally made 20 
days before Congress receives official notice of planned large military 
safes. Other defence officials, who asked not to be identified, confirmed 
published reports in the Baltimore Sun and in Defence News, a private 
military publication, that the package would total over $400 million. The 
repon said the rale would include 12 UH-60 “Blackhawk” troop transport 
helicopters, 15 smaller BeD 406 helicopters. 
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Dudin meets Spanish 
Red Cross president 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Marwan Dudin conferred in bis 
office Saturday with Mr. Leocar- 
dio Marin, president of the Span- 
ish Red Cross Society, who is on 
a visit to Jordan. During the 
meeting Mr. Dudin spoke on 
Israel's arbitrary measures 
against the Arab inhabitants in 
the occupied Arab territories. 
; These actions, he said, constitute 
a flagrant violation of human 
rights law and the Geneva Con- 
vention. Mr. Dndin also spoke on 
Israel's inhuman treatment of 
Arab detainees in Israeli jails and 
Israel's obstruction of Red Cross 
operations in the occupied West 
Bank. Mr. Marin arrived in Am- 
man Thursday after attending an 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent meeting in Doha, 
Qatar. . 

JPA candidates 
hold debate 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Writers Association (JWA) 
held a dialogue on Saturday be- 
tween the two candidates running 
for the presidency of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA). The 
elections will take place Friday. 
Both nominees Ibrahim Sakijha 
and Rakan AJ Majah, the only 
, contenders for the post, reviewed 
the associations’ activities since 
the mid-70s, arid outlined their 
election programmes. Later, both 
men replied to queries raised by 
more than 100 journalists who 
gathered at the Professional 
Associations Complex. 

Village calls for 
amnesty for Abdallah 

KABBAYAT, Lebanon fR) 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah’s 
home -village on Saturday 
appealed for France to give the 
jailed Lebanese an amnesty be- 
cause it said the French secret 
service had interfered in his de- 
fence. “(Village) leaders were 
surprised that the first lawyer 
who was supposed to defend 
Georges Abdallah was an agent 
of the secret service,” Kabbayat 
priest Nabil Zouraibi said. “The 
lawyer took to French police in- 
formation that he got from 
Georges and added charges that 
had not originally been included" 
Mr. Zouraibi said. Mr. Zouraibi 
was referring to Jean-Paul Mar- 
zurier. Abdallah's lawyer after he 
was arrested in France in 1984. 
Mr. Marznrier told French Tele- 
vision Friday night he had shown 
messages from Abdallah to bis 
followers to the French secret 
police. Spokesmen for the remote 
Maromte Christian village. 150 
kilometres northeast of Beirut, 
told reporters they had asked 
h umani tarian organisations, 
Arab leaders and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad to intercede 
with France on Abdallah’s be- 
half. 

Kuwait to hold 
naval exercises 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 

announced plans on Saturday for 
naval exercises in the northern 
Gulf. A Defence Ministry state- 
ment, quoted by the Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA), said gun- 
boats would exercise with live 
ronnds in the next two days off 
the so-called divided zone be- 
tween Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 
The area is some 100 miles south 
of the Gulf borders of Iran and 
Iraq. 
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Iraq says new Iranian 
assault foiled near Basra 

2 divisions of Revolutionary Guards said 
destroyed; Tehran reports fighting in north 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq said on Satur- 
day its forces, backed by fighter-bombers, 
helicopter gunships and fierce artillery bar- 
rages, repulsed an attack by two divisions of 
Iranian soldiers in heavy fighting near the 
southern city of Basra. 


A military spokesman said Ira- 
qi defenders wiped out the Ira- 
nian force, made up of Revolu- 
tionary Guards, in nearly 12 
hours of fighting. 

“Iraqi forces used thousands of 
rounds of artillery, tank and mor- 
tar shells, in addition to jet fight- 
ers and helicopter gunships... to t 
thwart the Iranian offensive and 
turn enemy positions, weapons 
and tanks into rabble,” spokes- 
man reported. 

He said three U.S.-made Ira- 
nian Cobra gunships were shot 
down by ground fire in fi ghting 
late Friday. 

The spokesman also said Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein on Friday 
presided over a meeting of the 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council and Baath Party lead- 


ership which studied the war 
situation, including tire aftermath 
of Iraq’s decision to stop bombing 
Iranian population centres. 

He repeated Iraqi charges that 
Iran had violated conditions set 
by Baghdad for stopping the air 
attacks and said Tehran would 
have to bear responsibility for 
snch action. 

The Iraqi News Agency also 
announced that Iraqi warplanes 
attacked a “large naval target,” 
which usually means a tanker 
carrying Iranian ml, in the north- 
ern reaches of the Gulf on Satur- 
day, “scoring an accurate and 
effective hit.” 

Iran’s Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said Saturday 
Iranian troops, fighting in bitter 
arid, repulsed an Iraqi bid to 


dislodge them from “newly- won 
positions” on the Gulf war’s 
northern front. 

IRNA said the' Iraqis tried to 
counter-attack in snow-dad 
peaks of the Haj Omran region, 
where Iran launched an offensive 
• last Tuesday. 

Tehran Radio quoted a milit- 
ary commander as saying the 
battle was fought in temperatures 
below minus 15 Centigrade (five 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

Baghdad communiques carried 
no reference to fighting in the 
north. 

The fighting in the northern 
and southern sectors of the 1,180- 
kilometre battlefront heightened 
■Speculation that the Ir anians ware 
intensifying pressure on the Iraqis 
to stretch their defences. 

Western military analysts said 
they expect further Iranian 
- assaults all along the battlefront 
in the coming weeks. 

' Western analysts doubt that 
the Iranians, despite recent injec- 
tions of new hardware, have the 
firepower to match the Iraqis or 
make any sizeable breakthrough. 


Gemayel hails Assad’s peace 
efforts as a big step forward 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Lebanese 
President Amin Gemayel on 
Saturday bailed Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad’s efforts to pacify 
Lebanon as a “trig step forward” 
in moves to end nearly 12 years of 
civil war and factional bloodlet- 
ting. 

Mr. Gemayel made the remark 
iira message sent to Mr. Assad on 
the eve of the 24th anniversary of 
the Baath Socialist Party’s rise to 
power in Syria. 

Mr. Gemayel made no specific 
reference to Syrian military in- 
tervention in Lebanon Feb. 22, 
when Mr. Assad sent 7,500 
troops with 100 tanks to west 
Beirut to end a week of fierce 
street battles between rival mili- 
tias. 

But Mr. Gemayel’s message, 
the first congratulatory cable Mr., 
Assad has received from any haul 
of state to mark the anniversary, 
was . seen by officials in Dam as- ' 
cus as tadt approval of the Syrian 
intervention. 

“I am thrilled that the 
anniversary comes at a time when 
Lebanon, with Your Excellency’s, 
help and backing, is 1 taking a big 
step forward in a march towards 
peace and stability and an end to 
its agony,” Mr. Gemayel’s mes- 
sage read. 

He stressed that he and the 
Lebanese were “keen on estab- 
lishing the best fraternal, 
hourly and amicable relations 


tween our two countries.” 

k added: “We;are loelringfor- 
ward to a national reconciliation 
with your backing that will 
guarantee equal rights and justice 
to all Lebanese based on merit 
and equal opportunity.’' 

- It was the fast reported formal 
contact between Mr. Gemayel 
and Mr. Assad since the Syrian 
forces rambled into west Beirut 
to restore law and order after 
three years of chaotic militia rule 
of the capital's mainly Muslim 
sector. 

It also marked a sharp public 
change of attitude by Mr. 
Gemayel. who initially had 
branded the Syrian intervention 
“unconstitutional” because Uf 
had not been consulted. 

Syria sent in troops after 
Lebanese Muslim leaders, in- 
cluding Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami, appealed for Syrian help 
to end the bloodletting in which 
300 people were killed and 1,30b 
wounded. 

Mr. Gemayel, seeking to end a 
year-long feud with Mr. Assad, 
last week sent his closest advisers, 
including former Foreign Minis- 
ter Ebe Salem and military intelli- 
gence chief Simon Kassis, to 
Damascus to discuss a Syrian 
peace plan to end Lebanon’s tur- 
moil. 

The envoys returned to Beirut 
earlier Saturday after three 
rounds of talks with Syrian Fore- 


ign Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa to 
report to Mr. Gemayel. 

Syrian forces have dosed all 
mihtia bases in west Beirut and 
restored calm in the turbulent 
quarter after killin g more than 30 
gunmen the Syrians said defied 
orders to lay down their weapons. 
(Syrians continue drive, page 2) 

Mr. Gemayel's message on 
Saturday came as tire Christian 
leader was clearly seeking to 
patch things up with Mr. Assad. 

The wording of his message 
indicated a softening of Christian 
opposition to giving Lebanon’s 
Muslims a larger share of power, 
long the sticking pohpt in efforts 
to end the sectarian -bloodshed. 

Lebanese sources close to tire 
Damascus talks said Mr. 
Gemayel’s advisers would return 
to tire Syrian capital next week 
for their ninth shuttle since recon- 
ciliation efforts began two 
months ago.' 

Relations between the two 
presidents crumbled in January 
last year Mien Mr. Gemayel tor- 
pedoed a Syrian-brokered peace 
accord signed by his rivals. 

Mr. Gemayel, aided by right- 
wing Christian allies, charged 
that the accord, aimed at giving 
Lebanon’s Muslim majority an 
equal share of power, stripped 
the long dominant 1.1 million 
Christians of the power, they have 
held since independence from 
France in 1943. 


51 killed and 113 missing in 
English Channel ferry mishap 


ZEEBRUGGE, Belgium (Agen- 
cies) — Divers plunged into icy 
waters Saturday hunting for 113 
people still missing 18 hours after 
a giant British ferry capsized out- 
ride a Belgian port. 

Chances of finding more survi- 
vors were “very negative,” Brit- 
ish Transport Secretary John 
Moore told a news conference' 
after flying over from England. 

Olivier Vanr st, governor of 
West Flanders province, said 51 
people were confirmed dead 
among the 463 passengers and 80 
crew. He said 379 people sur- 
vived and 113 were missing. 

The cause of the disaster, the 
worst in modern times in the busy 
English Channel, remained a 
mystery. 

“There is no explanation of the 
cause yet,” Mr. Vannest said at 
the news conference. He said an 
official investigation was laun- 
ched Saturday morning. 

The 7,951-tonne Herald of 
Free Enterprise, on its way to 
Dover, England, Friday night rol- 
led over and lay semeubmerged 
in shallow water one kilometre 
outside the mouth of Zeebrugge 


harbour. 

The orange, green and white 
ship of the Townsend Thoresen 
Line lay surrounded by rescue 
vessels used as platforms for di- 
vers plunging in search of victims. 

Mr. Vannest said no official 
passenger list was available, but 
he gave this rough breakdown of 
nationalities: the majority Brit- 
ish, three or four Austrians, one 
■Swede, four Poles, 18 Dutch and 
some Danes, West Germans and 
■Italians. 

As rescue workers continued 
their search, British Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher flew to the 
scene to see for herself. 1 

Queen Elizabeth said she was 
shocked and saddened and her 
second son, Prince Andrew; 
Duke of York, also flew to Zceb- 
rugge with Ms wife. 

lie vessel was pulling dear of 
the harbour when mysteriously 
flooded and heeled over onto its 
side in what was believed to be 
the worst cross-channel accident! 

The head of Zeebrugge port 
authority, Fernand Traea, dis- 
counted early reports that the 
ferry sank after colliding with' a 


pier as it left the harbour. 

He said the ride of the ship 
which would have made contact 
, with the pier showed no signs of 
damage. 

Belgian Radio said beat-seek- 
ing equipment on British military 
helicopters hovering over the 
wreck Saturday morning reg- 
istered positive signs and that 
rescue work had resumed. 

The thermal image equipment, 
which can detect the heat of Kving 
bodies, was sent from Britain as 
part of a huge international res- 
cue operation. 

But Belgian Transport Minister 
Herman de Croo told reporters 
he feared there was no chance of 
finding any more survivors. “We 
have to be pessimistic on this 
point,” he said. 

The Belgian news agency Bel- 
ga, quoting naval sources, said 
two lorries carrying a total of 111 
barrels of dangerous cyanide- 
based chemicals were on board 
the stricken ferry. 

Officials were not immediately 
able to confirm the report. . 

S ur v i v ors recount ordeal, page 8 



ms Mqjesty King Hussein on Saturday meets roving Soviet Ambassa- 
dor Mikhail Sytenco (left to right), Sudanese leader Abdul Rahman 


Swareddahab and UNESCO chief Amadou Mohtar M’bow (Petra 
photos) 


King meets Sytenco, Swareddahab and M’bow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday held 
talks with roving Soviet Ambas- 
sador Mikhail Sytenco on efforts 
towards convening an interna- 
tional conference on the Middle 
East. 

The King also held separate 
meetings with Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab, head of the now- 
dissolved Sudanese militaiy coun- 
cil, and Amadou Mohtar M’bow, 
director general of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King's talks with Mr. 
Sytenco focused on efforts to 
convene an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East. The 
King and Mr. Sytenco exchanged 
views on coordination of efforts 
for this purpose, Petra said. 

The meeting, which included a 
working luncheon, was attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. On the 


Soviet side it was attended by 
Gennadi Tarasov, director of the 
Middle East and North Africa 
Department of the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry, and the Soviet ambassa- 
dor to Jordan, Mr. Alexander 
Zinchuk. 

Mr. Sytenco and Mr. Tarasov 
arrived here from Syria on Fri- 
day. Their visit is part of a trip to 
several Arab countries aimed at 
reviewing the latest situation in 
the Middle East. 

In his meeting with the King, 
'Field Marshal Swareddahab ex- 
pressed deep appreciation and 


thanks for the care he was given 
by the King and senior civil and 
military officials during his stay in 
Jordan. The meeting was 
attended by Crown Prince Has- 
san, Petra said. 

Later, the King met with Mr. 
M’bow. The UNESCO official 
thanked the King for the support 
which Jordan extended to the 
UNESCO by hosting two UN- 
ESCO regional offices in Am- 
man, Petra said (see page 
3).. The meeting was attended 
by Crown Pince Hassan. 


Odeh signs 
$150m loan 
agreement 

By Safaunefi B. Ne’matt 

Jordna Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Finance Minister 
Hanna Odeh, signing a seven- 
year, $150 million loan agree- 
ment, said Saturday the govern- 
ment was . taking steps -towards 
reviving the economy, supporting 
the balance of payments and ex- 
panding the private sector’s role 
in the national economy. 

In a brief speech prior to sign- 
ing the loan agreement with rep- 
resentatives of a consortium 
grouping 20 Arab and interna- 
tional banks. Dr. Odeh said re- 
cent measures adopted by the 
government were aimed at fol- 
lowing monetary policies de- 
signed “to control spending and 
preserving the current develop- 
mental ana investment patterns.” 

He did not specify the projects 
for which the loan was obtained, 
but said that the government was 
concerned with maintaining “a 
certain level of growth.” 

Dr. Odeh told bankers that 
recent government incentives to 
the private sector “have begun to 
-pay off by reducing the deficit in 
the balance of payments.” 

He said these incentives have 
enhanced the confidence of 
.Jordanian expatriates in the 
national economy “through pre- 
serving the value of their remitt- 
ances” to, the Kingdom. 

The dual-currency $150 million 
loan, arranged by the Arab Bank, 
incorporates an advanced bank- 
ing technique that allows the bor- 
rower to pay less in interest. 

The Australia and New Zea- 
land Banking Group of London 
will act as the currency agent for 
the loan which is repayable in 
U.S. dollars with the deuts- 
chmark as an alternate currency. 

The loan’s interest rate in abso- 
lute terms is based on Libor 
(London inter-bank offered 
rate), plus % of one per cent for. 
the first V/i years and % of one 
per emit thereafter. 

The h anks offered the govern- 
ment a ' 3VS-year grace period 
from the date of signing the 
agreement. Central Bank of Jor- 
dan Governor Hussein Qasem 
also signed the agreement. ■ 

In a speed) at the si g nin g cere- 
mony at the Amman Plaza Hotel, 
Arab Bank deputy chairman 
Khaled Shaman said the 3/16 of 
one per cent in direct cost to the 
government “is undoubtedly 
favourable,” and that other ex- 
penses to be payed to participat- 
ing banks “shall be borne by the 
currency agent.” 

The loan’s lead managers are 
the Arab Bank, life AJ AhK Bank 
of Kuwait; the AI UBAF Bank- 
ing Group; the Arab Banking 
Corporation; Burgan Bank 
S.AJL; the Golf International 
Bank B.S.C.; Manufacturers 
Hanover Limited and Standard 
Chartered Bank. Co-leading axe 
Credit Lyonnais, Basque 
Nationals de Paris; Banque In- 
dosuez/Al Bank Al Saudi Al 
Fran si, and Grin (flays Interna- 
tional Bank. 


Jordan enters oil exploration and 
output sharing accord with Petrofina 


Sty a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer 

AMMAN — The Belgian Petrofi- 
na oil company has signed a 
production sharing and oil ex- 
ploration agreement with Jordan. 
The agreement is for seven years 
and Petrofina will spend a total of 
$21 million in the process of 
surveying including geophysical, 
ariswue and exploration studies 
and will drill three wells. The 
agreement was agned at the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) in Amman on Saturday. 

Petrofina is the third oil firm to 
sign contracts for oil exploration 
in Jordan since last summer. The 
Hunt ofl company and Amoco 
each signed seven and half year 
agreements with the Jordanian 
government to prospect for oil in 
the Kingdom, and Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai told parliament in Au- 
gust that the government, en- 
courged by oil discoveries in 
some parts of the .country, was 
holding negotiations with seven 
foreign companies to prospect for 
oil in the Kingdom. 

Petrofina will be com- 
plementing exploration work 
being carried out by the Hunt 
and Amoco on the north eastern 
plateau of the Kingdom. The 
Petrofina agreement covers the 


basalt plateau north of Azraq, 
extending from Umm Al Jimal in 
die east tolmqat in the Rweished 
area in the west, covering an area 
.of 11,500 square kilometres. 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hisham Al Khatib told 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra 
after signing the contract with* 
Petrofina’s assistant general man- 
ager, Mr. Paul Dechanxfae. 

Mr. Khatib said that the con- 
tract with the three oil firms 
reflect their confidence in Jordan 
as an investment region which 
enjoys economic stability and 
..security. The three firms’ opera- 
tions are bound to corroborate 
the NRA’s oil prospecting prog- 
ramme and enhance hopes that 
oil will be found in substantial 
quantities in the country, the 
minister said. 

Mr. Kamal Jreisat, NRA’s 
director general, also made a 
statement to Petra and said that 
Petrofina will conduct surveys 
and exploration work in an area 
covered by several layers of vol- 
canic rock. He said this would 
have been a difficult task for 
NRA but not for Petrofina which ’ 


exper- 
tise and the necessary equipment. 

According to Mr. Jreisat, Pet- 
rofina has divided the seven year 
exploration period into three 


stages and plans to spend $9 
million in the first three years, $6 
million in the second and $6 
million in the third stage. Petrofi- 
na has also paid Jordan SI million 
as a contract grant and has sub- 
mitted a $4 milli on letter of credit 
guaranteeing to carry out the 
required exploration work 
throughout the seven-year 
period, Mr. Jreisat continued. 

He said that Petrofina has pro- 
vided a customs guarantee of 
$200,000 in addition to a $50,000 
annual guarantee throughout the 
exploration period as grant for 
training NRA’s staff and techiri- 
tians on oil prospecting opera- 
tions. 

The conclusion of the new con- 
tract, he said, has crowned the 
NRA’s efforts and reflects the 
fact that foreign, international 
firms have been showing increas- 
ing interest in Jordan as an area 
with oil potential, hoping to find 
ofl in commercial quantities, Mr. 
Jreisat added. 

According to Mr. Jreisat, con- 
tracts with the three ofl firms 
cover 30 per cent of the total area 
of land where ofl prospecting can 
be done and therefore there is 
still room for the NRA to cany 
on oil exploration for tens of 
years. 


Shultz sees movement 
towards missile pact 


HONOLULU (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz says his trip to Moscow 
next month will be a chance to 
“move the ball along” towards an 
agreement eliminating U.S. and 
Soviet medium-range nuclear 
mfcsilfts from Europe. 

Mr. Shultz said he would dis- 
cuss a wide range of arms control-, 
bilateral and regional issues with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze on April 13-16, but 
tiie talks are not expected to 
produce a date for a superpower 
summit, he said. 

One focus of the talks will be 
finding a new means of verifying 
the proposed removal of U.S. 
and Soviet intermediate nuclear 
forces (INF) from Europe, Mr. 
Shultz said. 

Agreeing on a means to verify 
compliance with an INF agree- 
ment could also speed progress 
on talks to cut superpower arsen- 
als of Ionger-range missiles, he 
said. 

“There seems to be some pros- 
pect that we might get something 
worked out in toe INF deal,” he 
told rep o rt er s accompanying him 
Saturday bade from a trip to 
China, South Korea and Japan. 

Asked whether toe Moscow 
talks could pave the way for a 
U.S.-Soviet summit, Mir. Shultz 
said: “That’s not what this activ- 
ity is about.” ■ 

“I think it is a good time to 
have this kind of meeting and see 
if we can’t move the ball along, 
across the board, in our agenda.” 

However, he said, ’hinder the 
appropriate circumstances, a 


summit meeting can be a great 
help” in reaching an agreement. 

No finks to Irangate 

i In Jakarta, Mr. Shevardnadze 
denied on Saturday that a possi- 
ble nuclear arms control break- 
through was linked to President 
'Reagan’s political vulnerability 
over toe Iran arms scandal. 

Mr. Shevardnadze told a news 
conference he would discuss a 
medium-range missile accord 
with Mr. Shultz and said progress 
on toe treaty had nothing to do 
with the Iran scandal. 

“There is no relationship be- 
tween an agreement on medium- 
range missiles and Irangate,” he 
said in reply to a question. 

“As (Soviet leader) Mikhail 
Gorbachev has said, we are will- 
ing to make a separate deal on 
(medium-range missiles). All 
other problems — the talks on 
strategic weapons and space 
weapons — wul continue.” 

Mr. Gorbachev announced last 
week the Kremlin was willing to 
sign “without delay” an agree- 
ment to efimmate Soviet and 
American medium-range missiles 
in Europe within five years. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who discus- 
sed nuclear disarmament and su- 
perpower relations with Indone-' 
sian President Suharto on Satur- 
day, confirmed toe Kremlin was 
loffering to reduce its medium 
range weapons in Asia to 100 
(warheads if Washington did the 
same with medium-range missiles 
on “U.S. territory.” 


Cairo gives 
asylum to 

2 Libyans; 

3 ‘undecided’ 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has 
granted political asylum to two 
Libyan air force officers who flew 
their C-130 military transport 
plane to southern Egypt in quest 
of haven, a former Libyan prime 
minister said Saturday. 

Abdul Hamid Bakoush, him- 
self a political refugee in Egypt 
since 1978, said that the status of 
three Libyan enlisted men who 
made up toe rest of toe plane's 
crew has not been decided. 

Mr. Bakoush, who headed toe 
Libyan government in 1967 and 
1968 under the late King Idriss I, 
spoke in a telephone interview 
with AP. 

“The Egyptian government has 
granted asylum to toe two officers 
at their request.” Mr. Bakoush 
said. “The situation regarding toe 
three others is uncertain because 
they have bora wavering on 
whether to request asylum.” 

* He said toe enlisted men’s 
hesitation was delaying a govern- 
ment announcement of its deci- 
sion. 

1 Mr. Bakoush said he had seen 
toe five men on Thursday and 
Friday “and I can assure you they 
are being very well treated. I wish 
I was there with them to get that 
kind of treatment” 

He said Egyptian Defence 
Minister Abdul Halim Abu Gfaa- 
zala had visited toe Libyans three 
times since their arrival in Cairo 
fast Tuesday and had lunch and 
breakfast with them. 
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Senate committee may force 
Iran testimony, report says 

Contras acknowledge getting money from Swiss account 


WASHINGTON (R) — A special Senate committee 
c may approve within two weeks limited hum unity 
from prosecution for key players in the Iran-contra 
scandal to force them to testify, the Washington Post 
if said Saturday. 


: It quoted unidentified sources 

. as saying the committee would 

■ vote on granting limited immun- 
. icy to Lieutenant Colonel Oliver 

North, the National Security 
*. Council (NSC) aide fired fin: 
possible diversion of Iran profits 
to Nicaraguan rebels, and former 

■ NSC Director John Poindexter. 

The committee may also vote 
on granting limi ted immunity to 
Richard Secord, a retired major 
general investigators say helped 
CoL North provide arms to the 
rebels, the Post said. 

All three have invoked their 
right not to testify on grounds of 
possible self-incrimination. If 
given limited immuni ty from pro- 
secution they would be forced to 
testify or face possible jaO terms 
for contempt. 

Other questions possibly only 
they can answer include how 
much of $20 milli on in Iran arms 
- profits went to Nicaraguan rebels 
‘land whether higher White House 
officials knew of the diversion. 

'* Adolfo Calero, leader of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN),‘ the largest rebel group, 
has said the FDN received 
$200,000 from Lake Resources, a 
dummy company controlled by 
Col. North and Gen. Secord to 
handle Iran arms profits. 

In a separate story the Post said 
documents showed $1.7 million in 
private donations for the rebels 


was funnelled into Lake Re- 
sources’ bank account in Switzer- 
land and another one mil lin n 
went to a rebel-controlled com- 
pany. 

It said a report by Richard 
Miller, president of International 
Business Communications (IBQ, 
staled it channelled money to 
Lake Resources at Col. North’s 
request but said Col. North did 
not say how the money would be 
spent. 

The newspaper said the report 
showed $1.74 million of the 
money raised from private contri- 
butors went to Lake Resources 
and $1.31 million of that was 
funnelled to Intel Co-operation, a 
Cayman Islands corporation. 

It said IBC also reported 
another $1 million of contribu- 
tions went to Alpha Services, a 
corporation controlled by 
Calero’s FDN. 

On Friday j former Senator 
John Tower, head of a presiden- 
tial commission that investigated 
the Iran-contra connection, said 
he did not think there was a 
diversion of money from the Iran 
sales to the contras in 1985. 

The three shipments of U.S. 
weapons from Israeli stockpiles 
to Iran that year appear to have 
been “pretty straight transaca- 
tions,” Sen. Tower said in a 
telephone interview from Dallas, 


Bush sees Iran scandal 
firestorm dying down 


COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa (R) 
— Vice President George Bush, 
in Iowa on a two-day political 
swing, has said he is convinced 
that the firestorm sparked by the 
Iran arms scandal is dying down. 

“I find that Iowans are preoc- 
cupied with the real problems of 
the nation and not with Iran,” he 
told an invited Republican sup- 

S irt for his undeclared campaign 
r the 1988 Republican presiden- 
tial no mina tion. 

. “We’re (the Reagan adminis- 
tration) going to be judged not on 
this firestorm of the moment, 
which is now in my judgment 
receding, but ou an overall re- 
cord,” he added. 

But be also said he regrets he 
did not do more to block the arms 
deal. 

“I think that all of us can stand 
up and say we wish we bad done 
something different to spare the 
president and the country the 
failures of this policy,” Mr. Bush 
. said. 

Mr. Bush, who is expected to 
formally declare his candidacy in 
the autumn, is the current fore- 
runner for the nomination. But 
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Texas. 

He said the commission’s “big 
problem” was that “we knew 
there was an intention to divert 
money and we knew it was di- 
verted, but we didn’t know who 
got it?” 

Contra official Bosco Mata- 
moros said the rebels received 
two deposits in October, 1985, 
totalling nearly £200,000, from 
the Lake Resources' account. 

In another Iran-contra de- 
velopment Friday, White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater de- 
nied a story in Progressive maga- 
zine that said the government 
secretly monitored the home tele- 
phones of Robert G McFariane 
after he quit as President Ronald 
Reagan's national security advis- 
er in late 1985. 

Spokesmen for the House of 
Representatives and Senate 
panels investigating the Iran-con- 
tra affair said the committees had 
not been aware of any such moni- 
toring bnt that if it was done they 
wanted access to the tapes. 

Meanwhile, Republicans de- 
nounced a Democratic plan to 
pressure the Reagan government 
to account for past contra aid 
money by temporarily denying 
the last $40 milli on of $100 mil- 
lion Congress approved last year: 

“If the Democratic leadership 
wants to kill off the contras by 
denying the funds, then I say do 
so in the full light of day and stop 
this political, partisan avoidance 
-of the main issue,” said House 
Republican leader Robert 


Senate Republican leader Bob 


Dole said, “let’s not muddy this 
issue up with phony ‘morator- 
iums’ on aid, which are really 
aimed at killing the aid.” 

A California aircraft broker 
said Friday that a plane he sold to 
an American helping Nicaragua’s 
contra rebels was purchased with 
two cashier's checks drawn on a 
Swiss bank that housed accounts 
finked to the Iran affair. 

Ascher Ward, an independent 
broker based in Sepulveda, Cali- 
fornia, said he solo the C-123K 
cargo carrier to William Cooper, 
a pilot, in July 1986. 

Cooper was killed last October 
when another aircraft, which he 
was flying over Nicaragua to drop 
supplies to the contra rebels, was 
shot down. 

Ward, in a telephone inter- 
view, confirmed a newspaper re- 
port published Friday that Coop- 
er paid for the plane with two 
checks drawn from the Eaux- 
Vives branch of Credit Suisse, a 
commercial bank in Switzerland. 

Ward said he did not know for 
what purpose Cooper intended 
the cargo plane and he didn't 
inquire about the method of pay- 
ment. “I never gave it any 
thought,” he said. 

The checks were signed by 
Credit Suisse’s branch manager, 
identified only as J. Steger. The 
account number of the checks 
was that of the Eaux-Vives 
branch, the news service said. 
There was no indication from the 
checks where the money came 
from. 

Ward said the asking price for 
the airplane was $250,000. ' 


Arms scandal endangers 
Sweden’s peace image 


his standing in the polls has fallen 
sharply since the public learned 
that U.S. arms were sold to Iran 
in a swap for Americans held 
hostage by pro-Iranian forces in 
Lebanon. 

Recent polls in Iowa, which 
bolds crucial party caucuses 11 
months from now, show Mr. 
Bush trailing Senate Republican 
leader Robert Dole of Kansas by, 
a small margin. 

Mr. Bush has faced only a hand- 
ful of questions about the Iran 
affair. 

At another forum earlier Fri- 
day, Mr. Bush said: “There were 
a lot of mistakes — errors — the 
policy failed, it was wrong and 
the president has said so, so I 
believe be will recover. 

“The erosion of confidence in 
leadership that may have been 
.affected by that, in my view, is 
easily restored provided we do 
our jobs properly,” he added. 

Mr. Bush's top aides expressed 
delight at the large, friendly 
crowds that have greeted tbe vice 
president and admitted .surprise 
at the dearth of questions about 
the Iran affair. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden's 
reputation as an arbiter for world 
peace was Saturday in danger of 
being ta rnish ed over an arms 
smuggling scandal which led to 
the resignation of the managing 
director of its biggest weapons' 
firm, Bofors. 

Martin Ardbo resigned as man- 
aging director Friday, saying it 
was not fitting he remained in 
charge of die firm while police 
investigated charges by Swedish, 
peace groups that arms were ex- 
ported to countries blacklisted by 
Swedish law. 

Bnt Mr. Ardbo denied his res- 
ignation was not an admission of 
guilt- 

“It is not a good situation for 
Bofors to be in and so I think it is 
best I stand down," he told Swed- 
ish radio. 

The Swedish Peace and 
Arbitration Society (SPAS) has 
accused Bofors of illegally ex- 
porting arms to warring coun- 
tries, including Iran. 

Swedish law forbids the sale of 
weapons to nations at war but 
SPAS, the world’s oldest peace 
group, says the rules are widely 


A SPAS researcher said Friday 
that 10 per oent of Bofors’ ex- 
ports of the Robot-70 portable 
anti-aircraft missile, considered . 
by military experts to be one of 
the world’s most sophisticated, 
were smuggled to blacklisted 
states. 

Bofors denies the smug gling 
accusations, but a company offi 
dal said Friday that it could not 
guarantee ■* armaments -had not 
readied- Iran or other banned ’ 
countries by way of a third party. 

SPAS accuses Singapore of 
being one of the worst culprits for 
“laundering” Swedish weapons 
to other countries. 

A customs investigation into 
Bofors and its sister-company 
Nobel Kemi has been completed 
and is being studied by prosecu- 
tors who are expected to publicise 
their findings next month. 

The Bofors affair has become 
an increasing embarrassment to 
the Sodal Democratic govern- 
ment and its centre-right prede- 
cessors of the early 1980s, casting 
a shadow over Sweden's tradi- 
tional role as a crusader for 
peace. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ An art exhibition depicting social file 
in Jordan and Egypt by Ibrahim Tan- 
booh at tbe Petra Bank GaLery. 

* An engmeering exhibition at Yar- 
monk University (until March 9) 

FILM 


A film by tbe Jordan CSne-Qnb at 840 
pjn_ at (be Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026T7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Oty 667181/6 

Y.W.CA. 641793 

Y.W.MA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


"Chlldrcn’f Heritage and Science 
Museum.” Fan and knowledge for all 

ages, plus a small planetarium. Open 
afi week 9 JO a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 
p-m. - 6:00 pjn. Gosca on Friday. 
Folklore Maseem: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). 71k Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Minium Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A] Qal'a 
(Citadel HID). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 pjn. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 ajn. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection at paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of pafaHnp: by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munia- 
rah, Jabal Loweibdeh. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 130 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 


6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Mncia): Collection of military 
m em o ra bilia daring from tbe Arab 
Revolt at 1916. Sports Qty, Amman. 
Opening hoots 9.00 a.nL-4.00 pjn. 
Cbsed Saturdays. TcL 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lion Amman Chib. Meetings every 
Gist and third Wednesday at me Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia dab. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 p .m 
P Mh d ri pMa Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Onb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 


Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Church of the Ai mnn ci ath w (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De ta Safle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Temsanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 530 
p.m. Tel: tax** 

Church of the Ananadathm (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of tbe Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 678906. 

Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafiefa, 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 

fieh, TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafiefa, Tel. 771751. 

Amman Interim Mona 1 Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisam, Tel., 
677534. 

Eraagefiral Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Smir), 
TeL 811295. 
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Ex-Mossad 
chief urges 
inquiry over 
Pollard 
scandal 


TEL AVTV (R) — Former Israeli 
espionage chief said Saturday he 
did not believe die recruitment of 
Jonathan Pollard, an American 
convicted of spying for Israel, was 
a rogue operation and called for a 
state inquiry into the affair. 

Isser Harel, who headed 
Israel’s Mossad secret service 
from 1952 to 1963, termed die 
Pollard affair “a national disas- 
ter” for Israel and said the only 
way to repair the damage to its 
relations with the United States 
was by a state inquiry. 

“If ever there was a case that 
demanded a state commission of 
inquiry, this is it," Harel said in a 
radio interview. 

Pollard, a former U.S. navy 
intelligence analyst, was sent- 
enced to life imprisonment by a 
Washington court this week after 
he admitted he passed hundreds 
of top secret American docu- 
ments on Soviet and Arab milit- 
ary capabilities to Israel. 

Since Pollard and his wife 
Anne were arrested in November 
1985, Israeli leaders have insisted 
his recruitment was unauthorised 
and vowed to cooperate with 
U.S. investigators. But two 
Israelis implicated in the affair 
have since been promoted. 

, Asked if be believed Pollard’s 
spying was a rogue operation, 
Harel said: “I don’t believe it. It 
is inconceivable to me that it was 
done without political guidance, 
one way or another. The political 
echelon is totally responsible for 
what happened.” 

Harel said he believed that no 
information Israel could have 
obtained from a spy in the United 
States was worth the damage tire 
Pollard affair had caused to 
Israel’s ties with Washington. 

“This affair is one of the worst 
that has happened to the state of 
Israel. I see it as a national 
disaster... I think it will have long 
term effects in many areas,” be 
said. 


Syrians seize 
motorbikes in 
west. Beirut 
clampdown 

BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops 
have seized at least 80 motorcycles 
during their security crackdown 
on mainly Muslim west Beirut 
and lined them up at checkpoints, 
witnesses said Saturday. 

Security sources said the 
motorbikes were confiscated as a 
precaution against hit-and-run 
attacks or robberies which often 
involved motorcyclists in the 
past 

They said the machines would 
be returned to their owners at an 
unspecified future date with in- 
structions on where they could be 
driven. 


Egypt gets $115m U.S. cash grant 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has said it was trans- 
ferring $115 nriOkm in aid to 
Egypt as a cash grant to help 
boost Cairo’s ailing economy. 

The funds are part of $815 
million in economic aid voted by 
Congress for 1987. . 

State Department spokes- 
woman Phyllis Oakley stressed 
that the transfer was not unex- 
pected, and told reporters,“we 
simply want to point out oar 
continued support for Egypt’s re- 
form and the efforts they are 
takin g to reform the economy 
and create economic growth.” 

While the total funding level 
for 1987 has long been set, one 
U.S. official, who asked not to be 
identified, said the transfer was 
significant “because it’s a lot of 


Vanunu 
fires his 
lawyer 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A former 
Israeli nuclear technician accused 
of treason has fired his lawyer 
and said be would appeal for 
international help, Israel Radio 
reported. 

The radio reported that Mor- 
dechai Vanunu signed a docu- 
ment dismissing his lawyer 
Amnon Zichrony who has repre- 
sented him s inc e his Abduction to 
Israel last September. Vammn’s 
brothers said they would appeal 
to well-known local lawyers to 
take over the case. 

Vanunu, 32, disappeared from 
London a few days before the 
Sunday Times published a three- 
page spread inclnding details and 
photographs of a secret Israeli 
underground nuclear installation. 
The article claim ed Israel posses- 
sed the sixth largest atomic arsen- 
al in the wo rld. 

Tbe local HIM news agency 
quoted Zichrony as saying “dif- 
ferences have arisen between the 
family and me over what line to 
adopt in defending Vanunu.” 

Israel Radio reported that 
Vanunu’s family wanted to seek 
international support to secure 
Vanunu’s freedom. Zichrony said 
Vanunu should trust the Israeli 
courts, the report said. * 

At a press conference earlier 
this week, Vanunn’s brother, 
Meir, a law student in Boston, 
urged the Israeli public to press- 
ure tbe government to open the 
trial which has been declared a 
classified -proceeding. He said his. 
brother. was being denied die 
“basic elementary rights of a 
democracy.”* 

Meir Vanunu also read out a 
letter written by his brother in 
which Mordecbai Vanunu wrote 
he had revealed Israel's nuclear 
secrets for “mainly political” 
reasons. 

Israel, which classified all in- 
formation on its nudear capacity, 
charged Vanunu with assisting an 
enemy in wartime, a reference to 
the state of war between Israel 
and most of its Arab neighbours, 
and aggravated espionage, which 
means spying with intent to harm 
national security. The charges 
carry maximum life sentence. 

No official date has yet been 
set for the trial. 


U.S. declines comment on 
Canada’s rebuff to Israeli envoy 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — attache to Washington. 


money in one shot” and wEI U.S. proposals for relief of 
the government of Presidecl IT'-- Z i^ypt’s $4.5 billion military debt 

ni Mubarak some needed “ready . . 

py.fi * Ms. Oakley saw talks on res- 

He insisted, however, that re- cheduling that debt are con- 
lease of the funds at this time was tinning, 
not connected in any way to news She said the State Department 
reports that Mr. Mubarak had believes Egypt has «iken a mnn- 
tumed down an invitation to visit ber of steps to reform its eco- 
Washingtoa. noray, including over haul o f the 

Mr. Mubarak had been quoted customs system, simplification of 
as saying that be was upset about the exchange rate regime, a 25 
U.S. arms sales to Iran, winch has per cent increase in gasoline 
brought on the woret crisis of Mr. prices, new revenues and budget 
Ronald Reagan’s presidency. cuts. , . 

The StateDepaifrnent has said “The Egyptians are developing 
discussions were continuing to a plan for comprehensive reform 
re-establish dates for visits by Mr. which is urgently needed to 
Mubarak and also by King Hus- address Egypt’s senous economic 
Qr j n problems and I think that our 

Mr. Mubarak was also re- support at this time can be seen in 
ported to be unhappy with recent hght of those moves, she said. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe United States refused to dis- 
cuss the Canadian government's 
refusal to extend diplomatic 
accreditation to an Israeli general 
who is currently Israel’s defence 
attache in Washington. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Phyllis Oakley said it was 
“a bilateral issue between Cana- 
da and Israel.” 

(Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Joe Clark said on March 
5 that Canada did not consider it 
appropriate to accept Maj.-Gen. 
Amos Yaron as Israel’s defence 
attache in Canada. Mr. Clark did 
not give any specific reason, but 
Gen. Yaron commanded Israeli 
troops that controlled the area 
around the Sabra and Shatila 
refugee camps on the outskirts of 
Beirut in September 1982 when 
Lebanese Falangist militia forces 
massacred several hundred 
Palestinians in the two camps). 

Ms. Oakley noted that for most 
countries, including Israel, “the 
United States does not require 
advance agreement on - new 
attache appointments. Attaches 
judged qualified by their govern- 
ments are routinely accepted and 
reciprocal treatment is accorded 
to the appointment of U.S. de- 
fence attaches in those coun- 
tries,” she said. 

On Feb. 23, the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee (ADC) delivered a letter- 
to Secretary of State George 
Shultz protesting the administra- 
tion’s continued recognition of 
Gen. Yaron as Israel’s military 


attache to Washington. 

ADC President Abdecn Jabara 
charged that, in light of Gen. 
Yaron’s complicity In the 1982 
massacres at the Sabra and Shati- 
la refugee camps in Lebanon, his 
accreditation by the Departments 
of Defence and State violates 
both the letter and the spirit of 
the State Department’s own de- 
finition of human rights as pub- 
lished in its 1987 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices. 

The Country Reports refer to 
section 116 (a) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act for the following 
definition of human rights: "Hu- 
man rights... include freedom 
from torture or cruel, inhuman, 
or degrading treatment or punish- 
ment... and otheF flagrant denial 
of the rights, liberty, and the 
security of the person." 

In 1983 an official Israeli com- 
mission of inquiry headed by 
Israel’s Chief Justice Yitzhak 
Kahan, implicated then Gen. 
Yaron in the Sabra and Shatfla 
massacres and subsequently strip- 
ped him of his field command. 

In his letter, Mr. Jabara also 
rejected the government’s argu- 
ment that the U.S. and its allies 
routinely grant each other recip- 
rocal treatment where the accre- 
ditation of defence attaches is 
concerned. 

He noted that oa Feb. 1, 1977 
the U.S. refused a visa to Uru- 
guayan militarv attache-designate 
Maj. Nino Gavazzo on tbe 
grounds that he had been impli- 
cated in the torture of prisoners. 


Libya campaigns to boost 
presence in South Pacific 


MELBOURNE (R) — Libya has 
launched a campaign to boost its 
diplomatic and commercial activ- 
ity in the South Pacific, the Age 
newspaper said Saturday. 

It quoted Shaban Gashut, 
effectively Libya’s ambassador to 
Australia and the South-West 
Pacific, as saying tbe move could 
lead to financial support for 
Kanaks fighting for independence 
from France in New Caledonia. 

It said Col. Muammar Qadha- 
fi's officials planned to set up 
Libya's first embassy in the Paci- 
fic islands — probably in Vanuatu 
— and was negotiating with other 


island governments to establish 
diplomatic relations. 

Mr. Gashut, secretary of the 
Libyan People's Bureau (embas- 
sy) in Canberra, said his govern- 
ment wanted to expand “good 
relations with all the countries of 
the world." 

Mr. Gashut has just returned 
from Vanuatu. 

A Libyan trade delegation will 
begin a tour of the region next 
week to study prospects for in- 
vestments worth tens of millions 
of dollars, including agricultural 
projects, tourism and property 
development. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER I USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This inlannatioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian infannadoa department at 
tbe Queen Aba International Airport 
Tel. (08) 53200-5, when it shook! 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

0930 Aqaba (RJ) 

09J0 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

O0-.25 Jeddah (RJ) 

1030 Kuwait (RJ) 

1035 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1638 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

1730 New Yoifc, Amsterdam, London 
(Rip 

1740 Athens (RJ) 

1835 ..... — Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 
1835 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

(RJ) 

1936 Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

2&46 Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

0131 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0*25 Bucharest (RO) 

0630 Fhmldurtflin 

0630 ... Lamaca. Ams te r da m (KLM) 

0830 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

10:15 Damascus, Rome (AZ) 

1030 Lamaca, Berlin (OP) 

1230 Cairo (MS) 

1330 Tripoli (LN) 

1330 Baghdad (1A) 

1430 Bahrain, Aba Dhabi, Muscat 
(GF) 

1430 - Jeddah (SV) 

1530 Kuwait (kU) 

1530 - Dubai (EK) 

2030 Sana’a (LH) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Saturday rates 

Local aeB/buy. rates in Bb 

Belgian franc 88.7/ 89.6 

Dutch guilder 1633/ 164.6 

French franc 553/ 55.6 

Italian Hra 25.8/ 263 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2 ) Japanese yen (for 100 ) 220 . 2 / 2223 


0235 Bucharest ( RO) 

0930 Berlin, I-arnaca (IF) 

1130 Cairo (MS) 

U:45 Kuwait (LN) 

1230 Baghdad (IA1 

1230 Jeddah (SV) 

1230 Muscat, Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

13:45 Kuwait (KU) 

1430 Dubai (EK) 

17:45 Athens, Damascus (OA) 
19:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


6635 Aqaba! 

1030 Tonis, Casablanca { 

1130 Vienna, New York ( 

1U36 Atbcnsj 

1130 Cairo! 

1930 - Jeddah! 

1930 Kuwait, Abo Dhabi ( 

21:00 ltaalaLttttpur, Singapore! 

2130 Baghdad! 

21:15 Damascus! 

21:15 Cairo! 

2230 Dubai, Muscat ( 

2330 Bauefcofc! 


Swedish crown- ... 52-7/ 53.1 

Swiss franc 217.4/ 219.7 

U.K. sterling pound 536.6/ 542.1 

U^. dollar 339/ 341.4 

W. German mark — 183.4/ 185 J2 


WEATHER 

BuUetin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be cloudy and rainy, with a 
drop in temperature. Sout h w est erly 
moderate winds win become fresh at 
times. In Aqaba, it win be cloudy, with 
scattered showers. Winds will be 
southerly moderate and rough sea. 

Mm. /maz . team. 

Amman 3/10 

Aqaba 8/20 

Deserts 3/13 

Jordan Valley 7/17. 

Yesterday's huh temperatur es: Am- 
man 14.5, Aqaba 23. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 39 per cent. Aqaba 21 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman gov erpo rate 891228 

Am man Civil Defence 198. 199 

Owl Defence irfaid .... 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence Quwetsmeh 770733 

Cm! Defence Dteir Afla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111.637777 

Fofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 89639(« 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Aba lntL Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Metfical Centre 813813/32 

Khalkfi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akiteb Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maienrity 642362 

MaBus.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmosani 664171/4 

Shmehani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrecu 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 11/26 

Army, Maita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

77311/19 

Radio Jordan 

774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 

...642311 

Hotel complaints 

...666412 

Price complaints 

...661176 

Telephone Information 

12 

Jordan and Middle East talk 

10 

Overseas calls 

17 

Repair service 

11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 895362 

Dr. Sa'ad Rashid 773500 

Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Netroukh Pharmacy 723o72 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy ' 661912 

Sabebpfaarmacy 668056 

Hinnawi pharmacy 8*5375 

Ferdows pharmacy 787336 

TAXIS: 

AlWabdataxi 611833 

Kbakbmntaxi 664888 

Bassam tali 811857 

Ahliund 621127 

Hiyam taxi 817411 

Balasemah taxi 841120 

Bahrain taxi 773034 

Mashhourtaxi 896743 

IRBID: 

Dr. Subhi Hamdan 240IW 

University pharmacy (— ) 

Shara'a pharmacy ...,. (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Nastm Zcyadat 

Hawooz pharmacy 


981696 

(-) 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppa/kmu price ia Bis per kia. 

•Apple (All kinds) 310 ilk 

Banana ... -.320/270 

Banana (Mufcammar) 270 / 220 

Beans 480/420 

Broad beans 110/ 70 

Be*™* — 90/ fiO 

Cabhaas 70/ 50 

110/ 80 

CanotfreOnw) 90/60 

CauGBowtxfyeDow) 140/ 100 

Canliflower(wldte) 80/40 

Chestnut 400 / 300 

Cbcumbers ..210/ 160 

Eggplam (snail) 130/ 90 

Eggplant (large) 120 / 80 


fortfcQfry) 

p™pefrnit 130/ 90 

“ nKW 100/ 70 

M®™* 120/ 70 

2S 0 ® («**$)•;. 170 '130 

j-n*® 0 (green) 180 .140 

Orange (Abn Surra) 280 / 240 

Orange (Shammouti) 240/200 

ft 885 

Pepper fate) - 400 / 33) 

Pepper (sweet) 230 / 180 

3““™ 100 / 60 

Tomaoes 130/ 90 

Tump 90-' 60 
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news 

UNESCO financially sound despite pull outs by 
United States and England, M'bow says 


By Sa’ad G. Hatter 

Jordan Tis*g Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Heavily criticising 
tee United States and F.ngigiy f 
for polling out of the United. 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), the organisation’s direo 
tor general Amadou Mohtar 
M’bow said Saturday that UN- 
ESCO is financially viable. 

“We managed to bead-off the ‘ 
repercussions resul ting from the 
two countries' withdrawal of their 
financial support through a host 
of prompt measures,” Mr. 
M’bow told a press conference 
hours after Hjs Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasan inaugu- 
rated two UNESCO regional 
'Offices in Amman 

Catting back the organisations 
expenditure, deciding not to fill 
vacancies in the organisation as. 
well as receiving extra contribu- 
tions from several member states 
were the main measures which 
helped off-set UNESCO’s deficit, 
he said. The two countries’ (the 
U.S. and England) financial con- 
tributions to the organisation 
constituted as much as one third 
of its total budget of $374 million 
in 1984/1985, the years when the 
U.S. and England pulled out of 
the organisation, noted Mr. 
M’bow. 

He charged that . the United 
States' withdrawal from UN- 


ESCO had been spearheaded to 
undermine the organisation’s 
management — known to have 
assisted campaigns launched by 
liberation movements throughout 
the world — and jeopardise its 
efforts towards dissimulating cul- 
ture and education in underde- 
veloped countries. 

“Ironically,” he said, “the 
Americans should form an inves- 
tigation committee — similar to 
the recent Tower commission on 
the U.S. arms scandal — to look 
into the reasons behind Amer- 
ica’s decision. The hearing ses- 
sion could be billed that of 
UNESCOgate." 

Mr. M'bow supported his 
charges saying that the U.S. sub- 
sequently launched a media cam- 
paign against what it. labelled 
mismanagement and financial 
blunders of the (UNESCO) man- 
agement. By withholding funds, 
he continued, both the U.S. and 
England were hoping to disable 
UNESCO with a fait accompli 
staff lay-off, an eventuality which 
would have undermined the 
whole institution. “They failed,” 
said the 66-year-old Senegalese 
director general. 

Referring to the organisation’s 
continuous support of various li- 
beration organisations in Africa 
and Asia, he noted that the assist- 
ance extended by UNESCO con- 
stituted scientific, cultural -and 



Amadou Mohtar M’bow 

educational contributions without 
being affected by any political 
affiliations. 

• Support for Palestinian 
students 

Mr. M'bow noted that UN- 
ESCO staunchly supports the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) through extending 
funds earmarked for educational 
and cultural training programmes 
for Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied territories, Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. 

Fart of the funds, he added, are 
allocated for sending Palestinian 
undergraduates on scholarships 
abroad, as well as working on 
preserving, the legacy and Arab 
culture of . the occupied city of 


Jerusalem. 

On the organisation’s overall 
scheme, Mr. M’bow said that 
UNESCO was keen to eradicate 
illiteracy by the year 2000 and to 
m^ke available compulsory 
education for all by that time. At 
present, there are approximately 
125 million illiterate adults in the 
world. 

Mr. M’bow said he was not 
planning to run for a third term in 
office since he said, such a 
Domination should be made by 
the 152 UNESCO member states 
in conformity with internal char- 
ters. However, he declined to 
reveal whether or not he would 
accept to hold his post should 
member states unanimously 
make the approach. “I will reply 
to that question only when it 
arises,” he said. 

Mr. M'bow’s first term began 
in 1974 and ended in 1980. 

Citing Jordan’s geopolitical 
situation, Mr. M’bow said that 
the Kingdom was the most suit- 
able location for the two regional 
offices; one of which had been 
operating in Beirut and the other 
in Cairo. 

The staff of both the UNESCO 
Regional Office for Science and 
Technology for Arab States and 
the Regional Office for Educa- 
tion in Arab states had been 
operating for sometime from 
Paris until the Amman UNESCO 
premises bad been completed. 


24 post offices start forwarding 
job application forms to CSC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Twenty four 
post offices around the Kingdom 
on Saturday started receiving and 
forwarding job applications to the 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
in implementation of a. recent 
government decision. 

The move is to save effort and 
time for members of the public 
seeking employment in govern- 
ment offices in Jordan, according 
to Mr. Muhieddin A1 Husseim, 
the minister of communications. 

There are plans to increase and 
expand the services provided by 
post offices in the country and 
more post offices will be assigned 
to handle CSC application forms 
shortly, the minis ter said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. He said that- in 
addition to- receiving and- for- . 
warding applications for employ- 
ment, post offices In Jordan 
handle applications for registra- 
tion at the Civil Registration De- 
partment, for enrolment at Jorda- 
nian universities and renewing 
vehicle licences. 

The Ministry of Communica- 
tions, the minister said, initially 
assigned 24 post offices to handle 
applications for the CSC but die 
number will be increased in the 
Upfat of the demand for the ser- 
vice. The ministry does not . 


charge any fees for this service, 
be noted. 

The CSC normally processes 
the applications and makes 
arrangements for employment in 
cooperation with the concerned 
government departments and 
offices. The aplications will be 
sent to the CSC daily at ordinary 
postage fees, Mr. Hnsseim ex- 
plained. A receipt is issued by the 
post office after handing in the 
application and tins serves as an 
official document that the ap- 
plication and other attached 
documents were sent in by post, 
the m in ister continued. 

The CSC has already provided 
- the Ministzy-of Conunmncarions 
and post offices with specific- in- 
•^stcaetioas* about submitting '-ap-- 
pheations and forwatdmg- them, 
and each application is handled 
separately and sent in a closed 
envelope, he said. 

A specific number of post 
offices in the Kingdom have been 
handli ng the fast mail delivery 
service. So far, 19 countries axe 
participating in tins service. The 
express mail service, hunched 
last July, ensures a 24 hour ser- 
vice and is being handled by 24 
post offices in Amman and other 
cities and towns in the Kingdom. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mrs. M’bow calls at women’s federation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The wife of Mr. Amadou Mohtar M'bow, the 
director general of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), Saturday visited the General 
'Federation of Jordanian Women. Mrs. M’bow was briefed by the 
federation’s president, Mrs. Haifa A1 Bashir, on the federation’s 
activities and goals. She also visited A1 Khansaa’ centre where she 
toured its sections and was briefed on the services and training 
courses which the centre holds for Jordanian women. . 

Arab labour conference underway 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan is taking part in the 15th Arab 
labour conference which was opened in Baghdad on Saturday by 
Iraqi Vioe-President Taha Mohieddin Ma’rouf. Minister of 
Labour and Social Development Khaled A1 Haj Hassan is 
beading Jordan's delegation to the conference. The week-long 
conference is being attended by labour ministers, heads of labour 
unions as well as employers in Arab countries. 

AOAS discusses employment policies 

AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting on employment policies and 
manpower in Arab countries began in Afrnman on Saturday at the 
Arab Organisation for Administrative Sciences (AOAS). The 
six-day meeting is discussing topics on employment policies at 
government organisations in Arab states, personnel systems, 
> ethics of public service is addition to other subjects. Takmg part 
in the meeting are Arab officials and experts in the personnel field 
and AOAS experts. 

R ank extends JD 43.9m for housing 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Housing Bank last year granted loans 
totalling JD 43.9 million to private and public sector housing 
projects in the Kingdom, according to a statistical bulletin 
released by the bank on. Saturday. The bulletin said that the 
public sector obtained 40 per cent of the Housing Bank loans 
which were used to bmld homes for government employees and 
for implementing projects undertaken by the Urban Develop- 
ment Department.. 

U.S. agriculture expert- to give lectures 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. David • Pimentel, professor of insect 
ecology and agricultural sciences at Cornell University, wiQ be 
visting Jordan under the auspices of the American Cultural 
Centre in Amman. During his visit from March 9 - 11, he will 
meet with Jordanian officials in the field of agriculture and give 
lectures to students at the University of Jordan and the University 
of Science and Technology:. Professor Pimentel will also four the 
Jordan Valley and the Jordan Valley agricultural service project 
Professor Piraental has written extensively and has authored 
‘many research papers in the field of agriculture. 


Bar association elects 
new ten-member council 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The committee su- 
pervising the Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion’s (JBA) elections continued 
the vote count throughout Friday 
night till dawn Saturday when it 
announced the winners of the 
id-member council of the associa- 
tion. 

Jordanian lawyers reelected 1 
Mr. Hussein MjalU as JBA presi- 
dent for a new two-year term on 
Friday, a sweeping victory over 
candidates Mr. Omar Abu Al 
Ragbeb and Mr. Nabfl Haddadin. 
The vote count was S38, 345, and 
127 respectively. 

;| The- ten councH seats were fil- 
led by the following lawyers^ 
^Suhdr : ? At i; Dissi ^5w5 ' votes); 
Ahmad-' Abu Arijoub (497k 
Zohair Abu Al Ragheb (482); 
Safim Al Zohi (445); Tayseer 
Hawamed (441); Marwan Hus- 
sein (422); Ahmad Abu Samen 
(394); Walid Assali (389); Kamal 
Nasser (383), and Mohammad Al 
Rash dan (379). There were 27 
contenders for- council seats. 

Asma Khader and Aisha Faraj 
who received 231 and 106 votes 
respectively, were the only two 
fiernnif. lawyers running in the 
elections. Though they (fid not 
win any seats, their results were 
seen by colleagues as encouraging 
for women lawyers. 

. The turn out was considered 
the highest ever in the associa- 
tion's history as 1,060 lawyers 
voted out of the registered 1,276, 
reflecting a keen interest in the 
election’s outcome. There were 
50 blank ballots. 

Mr. Mjalli had to secure half 


phis one the votes cast (1,060) to 
win the election, according to the 
association’s law. He secured the 
requirement from the first round. 

Lawyers interviewed by the 
Jordan limes said the election's 
results did not come as a surprise. 
One lawyer explained that “peo- 
ple were voting for somebody 
they already knew to be doing a 
good job. Many were simply not 
taking chances on somebody 
else.’’ 

Some attributed Mr. Mjalli’s 
victory to his personality and 
flexibility, others to his wide con- 
tacts and strong financial posi- 
tion, allowing him to spend more 
on his election campaign. Obser- 
vers dore- to. association elec- 
tibheering' said 'that nearly ‘JD 
50,000-were. .spent in eanmaigh 
money- by the /three:' candidates 
for the association presidency 
done. 

The three candidates hardly 
differed on the issues raised dur- 
ing campaigning. Their pledges 
centred on improving the finan- 
cial status of lawyers, the Bar 
Association’s relationship with 
various government and non-gov 
ernmeutal agencies, retirement 
pension and other benefits. 

Lawyer Ibrahim Bakr, three 
times association president was 
conspicuously absent from Fri- 
day’s elections while an unusually 
high number of women attended 
as two women were r unnin g for 
seats. 

Lawyers’ main concern in the 
election was the expansion and 
enactment of a law that obliges 
companies with more than JD 
150,000 capital to hire Jordanian 
lawyers. 


Campus hosts training course 
on computers in agriculture 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
successfully appfed the concept 
of comprehensive agricultural de- 
velopment in the Jordan Valley 
region and is now trying to apply 
the experience in other areas 
through regional p lanning , Minis- 
try ofAgriculture Under Secret- 
ary Salem Al - Lawzi said 
Saturday. 

He said that .the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which supervises va- 
rious agricultural projects m the 
Kingdom, is incre asingly main - 
taining cooperation with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and other re- 
gional and international organisa- 
tions to work towards achieving 
the best results in farming. 

Dr. Lawzi was addressing the 
opening session of an eight-day 
training course on the employ- 
ment of computers in analysing 
projects and agricultural policies, 
organised in cooperation with the 
United Nations Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO). 

Dr. Lawzi said that modem 


technology is being used more 
and more to help ensure food 
security and to increase the 
amounts of crops and also to 
pursue research to find the most 
suitable strains of crops for given 
rh'irurtic conditions. 

Other speakers at the opening 
session included Dr. Zuhair 
Abdullah, a FAO regional office 
consultant, who urged Near East 
and North African countries to 
double their efforts in food pro- 
dnetion and he stressed the im- 
portance of sound pJamring to 
ensure success. The present train- 
ing course is aimed at promoting 
agricultural planning to cope with 
national development schemes. 
Dr. Abdullah said. 

Another speaker was 
Mahmoud Al Dwiri, the dean of 
the University of Jordan’s Faculty 
of Agriculture, who underlined 
the on-job training programmes 
winch the university is conducting 
on the use of computers and 
advanced techniques. 


JTV to screen special progrmme 
on life in South Lebanon tonight 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Tele- 
vision (JTV) will present a special 
programme tonight entitled 
“Zahrat Al KmdouT which re- 
lates the story of a woman from. 
South Lebanon and her harrow- 
ing experiences under Israeli 
occupation. 

The woman named Khadijeh 
demonstrates and protests against 
Israel’s atrocities and demands 
freedom for men held at Ansar 
detention camp. She. is arrested 
and imprisoned for a year. Simi- 
lar experiences occur in southern 


Lebanon where the situation 
pr omp ts otter women to partid- 
patem what develops into wide- 
spread popular resistance. 

The documentary reveals 
aspects of the daily life and tradi- 
tions featuring the cultural life of 
the local inhabitants. The 
documentary will be presented at 
830 pjn. 

Zafarat'AI Kindonl means a 
wild flower that grows between 
the rocks. The flower has yellow 
roots and is surrounded by 
thorns. 
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Prince Hassan opens UNESCO 
regional offices in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Saturday that Jordan, along with 
other developing nations, continues to work towards 
scientific, cultural and educational development and 
the Kingdom appreciates any contribution in this 
respect from the United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 


Jordan is among several de- 
veloping nations which continue 
to confront major obstacles in 
their attempts to cope with adv- 
anced nations in the scientific, 
industrial and agricultural fields 
because of the jack of required 
expertise, insufficient natural re- 
sources and the absence of proper 
frameworks that could lead to 
scientific progress which adv- 
anced nations enjoy. Prince Has- 
san said in an address at an 
official ceremony for inaugurat- 
ing the UNESCO’s regional 
offices in Amman. 

Numerous Arab states, the 
Crown Prince said, have gone a 
long way towards meeting the 
educational needs of their nation- 
al societies and have been con- 
centrating on spreading basic 
education to raise the cultural 
and social standards of these 
sodeties. But now there is a need 
to concentrate on quality rather 
than quantity in education in 
general and this is particularly 
relevant and important for 
absorbing appropriate and useful 
modern technology. Prince Has- 
san stressed. 

But, the Crown Prince said that 
this process requires a lot of 
patience, perseverance and also 
flexibility in implementing educa- 
tional programmes. 

Prince Hassan said that natural 
resources and geographical loca- 
tions play a contributory role in 
giving momentum to develop- 
ment but they can not form a 
sufficient basis for progress if the 
skilled human element is lacking. 
He said that Jordan has always 
supported the work of Arab scho- 
lars and researchers in a drive to 
attain high cultural and scientific 
standards. As part of these 
ongoing efforts. Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan has been giving 
more attention to sdentific and 
cultural research, ijerassessmg its "' 
educational systerp witba view to- - 
improving.. its quality apd direct- 
ing available educational and 
vocational training towards the 
benefit of the society. 

Prince Hassan also spoke about 
Jordan’s educational and scien- 
tific programmes included in the 
1986-1990 five-year national de- 
velopment plan and said that they 


are aimed at raising the cultural 
standards of society. These prog- 
rammes complement health and 
public service projects being 
offered to communities and the 
public. Prince Hassan continued. 

Through UNESCO's offices 
and Jordan's endeavours, this 
country hopes to offer contribu- 
tions to the international com- 
munity's efforts towards acquir- 
ing more culture and knowledge 
for h umankin d, Prince Hassan 
pointed out. 

He said that through the King- 
dom’s cultural institutions, such 
as the Al al Bait Foundation and 
the Forum Humauum as weU as 
cultural conferences, Jordan con- 
tinues to exert efforts towards 
achieving this end. 

The Crown Prince paid tribute 
to UNESCO Director General 
Amadou M ah tar M'bow for his 
relentless efforts in promoting 
education, scientific and cultural 
development in different coun- 
tries. 

Mr. M'bow later made a 
speech in which be voiced appre- 
ciation to Prince Hassan for pat- 
ronising the inauguration cere- 
mony and he thanked Jordan for 
its continued cooperation with 
UNESCO in promoting educa- 
tion and knowledge. Mr. M'bow 
also spoke about UNESCO’s ex- 
pansion since the 1960s which, be 
said, warranted the increase of its 
programmes and cooperation 
with countries around the world. 

Minister of Education Thou- 
qan Hindawi also made a speech 
on the occasion, expressing Jor- 
dan's delight at hosting UN- 
ESCO's regional office in 

Amman . 

He said that the UNESCO 
office will contribute towards the 
educational, cultural and sden- 
tific development of the Arab 
region and will help carry out 
national^ progranufles in thefee" 
fields. Jordan -has followed .faith 
interest UNESCO’s activities and*! 
programmes around the world 
and deeply appredates Mr. 
M’bow’s endeavours for preserv- 
ing Islamic and Arab culture in 
occupied Arab Jerusalem and 
UNESCO’s request to Israel to 
respect the Geneva and The 
Hague conventions which call on 



His Royal H igh n ess Crown Prince Hassan Saturday delivers a speech 
during the inaugural ceremony for the United Nations Educational, 
Sdentific and Cultural Organisation's regional offices in Amman. The 
Crown Prince is flanked by Minis ter of Education Tbouqan Hindawi 
(left) and UNESCO director general Amadou Mahtar M’bow (second 
right) and the regional director of the organisation Dr. Mohammad ‘ 
Ibrahim Kazem (right). 


occupation authorities to desist 
from committing any actions 
against educational and cultural 
institutions under occupation, the 
minister said. 

He went on to say that UN- 
ESCO has always represented the 
highest ideal of spreading justice, 
enlightenment, equality, toler- 
ance and amity among nations 
and has always striven to safe- 
guard cultural heritage and 
rights. 


Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim 
Kazem, the UNESCO office 
director, later addressed the 
meeting referring to the Arab 
contributions to the world's cul- 
ture and science and arts. 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Speaker of the Up- 
per House of Parliament Ahmad 
Lawzi, Cabinet members and 
senior officials as well as mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps. in 
Jordan. 


Income Tax Department collects 
JD 3 million during February 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Income 
Tax Department collected JD 3 
milli on last month, according to 
the department’s director, Mr. 
S alman Al Tarawneh. He said that 
the department’s collections in 
the first two months of 1987 were 
almost the same as those in 1986, 
but, he said, many individuals 
and businesses failed to submit 
statements about their income 
and have therefore .forfeited 
their right to obtain substantial 
discounts offered by the depart- 


ment for early tax returns. ' 

Those submitting statements 
during March will benefit from a 
two per cent discount, down from 
four per cent in February and eight 
per cent in January each year. 

Last month the department 
announced that it had collected 
JD 10 million during January and 
it urged members of the public 
and businesses to submit their 
income statements as soon as 
possible. 


; . Envoy tq Qman meets ministers 


• ai-i.Yl iiiiji 


MUSCAT (Petra) — -'Vordan’s Ambassador to Oman Nayef Al 
Hadid on Saturday met with Omani Minister of Justice Helal Al 
Bosa’idi and delivered an invitation from Minister of Justice 
Riyadh Al Shaka’a asking the Omani minister to take part in the 
meetings of the Arab justice ministers, scheduled to be held in 
Amman on April 11. Also Saturday, Mr. Hadid held talks with 
Omani Environment Minister Shabib Ibn Taymour to review 
bilateral relations, especially in environmental fields. 


MARRIOTT 
KNOWS THE 
SECRET OF 
GOOD 
CUISINE 


ARABIC SPECIALTIES 

Friday lunch at Al Mansaf offers the best in 
traditional or special Arabic dishes. Served 
buffet style, you can relax and savortradi- 
tional mezze and a marvelous main 
course - a wonderful weekend treat for you 
-or your guests. 


WELCOME AMIGOS! 
■SU CASA MEXICO! 

Come to our hacienda and join 
in the South of the Border 
fiesta each Sunday night. 

Al- Mansaf has the best 
tacos, fritos, frijoles, burri- 
tos and margaritas in town. 
The great Mexican fiesta at 
Marriott. 


MARRIOTT'S 'Su Casa' MEXICAN 
FOOD CELEBRATION. 

Sunday nights in AJ-Mansaf. 

AMMAN 



Harriott 



Reservations suggested. Tel. 6601 00 ext. 2057 
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More of the same 


AFTER a three-month self-imposed silence. President Ronald Reagan 
addressed the American people on Wednesday to make a dean breast 
of the Iran arms scandal. He took “toll responsibility” for his actions, 
which, be said, were aimed “to develop relations with those who might 
assume leadership in a post-Khomeini government.” The U-S. 
president said be did not set out to trade arms for hostages, bat be 
fully admitted that the policy turned into such a swap. This, of course, 
was contrary to his administration’s policy towards host age -takers 
and to what he told the American people a few months ago. 

The. remainder of President Reagan’s address dealt with how to 
avoid such mistakes in the future and how to better structure 
America’s foreign policy set-up. He, however, paid tittle a ttentio n to 
the question of the policy’s wisdom or the damage it has done to 
American credibility. President Reagan, it seems, has taken toU 
responsibility for little else than memory lapses and policy mrtmanage- 
ment. He has Called to take responsibility or admit error for a 
horrendously conceived policy, nor for providing ban with arms to 
launch fresh offensives against Iraq. In fact, be defended his policy of 
seeking influence in the Iranian government through providing 
Tehran with arms. This policy was not only in contradiction to stated 
American neutrality in the Iran-Iraq war, but it also no doubt 
encouraged Iran to attack Basra and other Iraqi targets. We may 
rightly ask the American president if be assumes responsibiHty for the 
death and destruction which has taken place in Iran Tver the last few 
months. 

There was no mention of regret or apology by Mr. Reagan for 
following an Israeli -inspired policy of support for a country which 
poses a militar y threat to the Arab World. It seems that such a policy 
is acceptable to the Reagan administration. He has not even apologised 
for telling the Arab countries one thing, and doing exactly the 

apposite. 

What are we to conclude from Mr. Reagan’s speech; his focus on 
process and reticence over policy? One thing appears abundantly 
dear. President Reagan has no qualms about working with Israel to 
asast a country at war with an Arab country. This is one ominous but 
unavoidable conclusion from the president’s address. 

This suggests that the Reagan administration has learned little from 
its soul-searching reexamination about the folly of its Middle East 
policy. We now have a U.S. administration with new faces and a new 
structure,. but with the same biased policy. It appears that, despite the 
political storm stirred in the United States- oVer the Iran arms scandal, . 
• "W hi the Arab World should expect tittle change from the “new” 
^administration — - just more of the satofe.'*’- 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra 7: U.S. media defends Zionism 


A certain number of American newspapers are busy at the moment 
with a campaign directed against the proposed Middle East interna- 
tional peace conference. These papers seem to be reflecting the 
Zionist movement's fears of such a conference which has won the 
endorsement of the European Community. These newspapers are 
once again drumming up the idea of direct negotiations which Israel 
has been calling for, and inviting Jordan to enter into direct 
negotiations with Israel outside the proposed conference. These 
newspapers and those who stand behind them seem to have failed to 
understand that Jordan cannot serve as an agent for the Palestinian 
people, nor can it act for them in any negotiations for peace. On the 
whole, the campaign can never force Jordan to abandon its position 
nor will it impede the peace process that will go through that 
conference. This campaign, led by the New York Tunes, has a clear 
message: Forces that are hostile to peace in our region do not want to 
budge from their negative stand and that these forces are determined 
to abort all efforts that steer this region towards real peace. This 
' situation should prompt the Arabs and the Europeans to take a firm 
position and intensify their efforts for holding such a conference as 
soon as possible, and at the same time, persuade Washington of the 
need of such international parley for achieving a lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 


A1 Dustour: Lesson for the U.S. 


THE sentencing of Jonathan Pollard to life imprisonment was 
tantamount to issuing a certificate incriminating the state of Israel. 
As if it was not enough for Israel to receive unlimi ted support and 
financial and military help from its ally, it resorted to planting spies 
tike Pollard to get the secrets of a nation that has been providing 
means of subsistence to Israel. This instance of a country spying in 
such a manner on an ally could be unprecedented in international 
relations. The planting of Israeti-spies in America reflects Israel's 
views that all that the United States has been giving to Israel and all 
the support it has been providing to the Jewish state was not 
sufficient. Israel and the United States are closely connected and 
Washington has been condoning Israel's long series of violations in 
the Arab region and supporting Israel blindly at world organisations. 
But, in view of the exposure of the new Israeli espionage activity we 
would like to urge the United States to take lessons from the past and 
regard its Israeli ally as a traitor, one that betrays the trust and 
commits shameful actions. We have heard statements by U.S. 
officials saying that the outcome of the affair would not damage die 
relations between the U.S. and Israel, and we wonder if this 
represents the official American position. 


SawtAI Shaab: Lebanon’s peace 


THE Lebanese leaders are nowadays involved in long consultations 
and debates about a formula for ending the civil strife in their country 
and re-establishing peace and security for all factions and communi- 
ties. This is a necessary step that paves the way for a lasting peace and 
progress which should be the aim of all factions and political groups . 
Hie ideal thing is to work out a formula that ensures the rights of all 
factions without the fear of pne community or political group 
imposing its domination on the others. Those involved in the 
discussions and consultations should take into consideration the Arab 
character of Lebanon and its affiliation to the motherland away from 
any foreign influences. The political leaders of Lebanon are called on 
to take precautionary measures against the interference of Zionist 
agents who can only poison the atmosphere and obstruct detente. 
The Lebanese should realise that their interests lie primarily with the 
Arab World, and their progress and their existence are closely 
connected with the rest of the Arab countries specially with Syria, 
their closest neighbour which continues to provide help and support 
for the Lebanese people. We hope that the on-going uiai> -me and the' 
current talks in Damascus will lead to a lasting peace. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Are we over or under taxed? 


THERE are two extreme points of view regarding the size of die tax 
burden on Jordanians. Some argue that tax is very low, while others 
argue that it is too high. 

The opponents of 'Tow tax” say that tax revenues are minim al, 
hardly covering SO per cent of the total public expenditure. They say 
that in order for the government to raise funds it resorts to external 
financial resources, mainly borrowing. 

The other group believes that tax burden in Jordan is too excessive 
and that it amid be one of the highest imposed on any people. They 
.say that despite the feet that income tax is low. other taxes and rates 
account for a huge amount of die national income. 

Obviously, the tax burden in Jordan is very high as a percentage of 
domestic income, but it is also very low as a percentage of the central 
government budget. This fact indicates that die distortion does not lie 
in the revenue side which grew out of p roport i on and beyond the 
means of the Jordanian economy. 

In a country where gross national product in market prices does 
not exceed JD 1,420 million (1986), it is quite inconceivable tha t the 


budget of the central government alone should have been as high as 
JD 1,018 million. And if one adds on top the budgets of the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) and die municipalities, which are 
covered through direct taxes on people that do not show up in the 
government budget, the burden becomes quite visible. 

Let us assume roughly that the SSC collects some JD 120 million a 
year in deductions and charges on salaries of the private sector, which 
is no doubt, an outright direct tax. And if we also estimate that 
flfltumdpalities collect around JD 100 nriflion in -property taxes and 
other fees on services and fuel, which is also direct tax. This means 
that no less than 87 per cent of die national income should be 
absorbed by taxes of all kinds to the central and local governments if 
we want to cover their budgets’ needs without dependence on 
external aid or local and foreign loans. This is simply an impossible 
ratio to achieve. 

The real tax burden shouldered by the' Jordanian people comprises 
JD 435 million paid annually to the central government, and JD 220 
million payable to the SSC and all mnnj ripaift fes , a total of JD 655 


million, or 46 per cent of the national income, a ratio unh^ofin 
any developing country, and too high even by the standards of the 
advanced industrialised nations. ,. . . 

If these figures and ratios are correct, or even close to depicting the 
picture, or if the tax burden in Jordan is higher than 35 per ant of the 
net national income, then the reform of our 
the remedies to improve the situation should not be confined to 
the imposition of more taxes and fees. That reform should take {Mace 
to the area of reducing the public expenditure of ffie central 
government Our budget should stop growing at smy raw, ind l if 
nossible should even shrink gradually at a reasonable annual rate. 

. ’ _ r that htutoei reduction is an extremely 



financial position and policies on sound and sustainable basis over the 
next years. 


Kaunda sees grim past, bright future for independent Africa 


By Robert Powefl 

Reuter 


LUSAKA — Zambian- President 
Kenneth Kaunda believes Africa 
is the continent of the future, 
despite powerful forces for des- 
tabilisation winch have beset its 
emerging countries. 

“We have experienced many, 
upsets.” Kaunda told Reuters in 
an interview to mark the 30th 
anniversary last Friday of inde- 
pendent Ghana, the first black 
African nation to shed colonial 
rule. 

Kaunda, who led his own coun- 
try to independence in 1964, 
added: “Military coups have 
taken place. Counter-coups have 
taken place ... In the economic 
field there have been grave diffi- 
culties.” 

“A number of leading African 
countries today — leading in 
terms of population — have not 
managed to -find a formula for 
political stability.” the 63-year- 
old president noted. 

Kaunda has led Zambia since 
independence from Britain and 
today plays a major role in Afri- 
can affairs as chairman of die 
frontline states — the six black- 
ruled states most deeply involved 
in the struggle against South Afri- 
ca’s apartheid. 

Despite his gloomy assessment 
of the early years of independ- 
Kaunda said he still be- 


growing population. Secondly we 
have natural resources which are 
hardly tapped, so what we re- 
quire is stability, careful thought 
and planning,” he said. 

Kaunda, a devout Christian' 
who has developed his own brand 
of social democracy which he 
calls humanism, said Africa 
needed to develop societies based 
on “love, truth, social justice and 
fair play.” 

European colonial powers 
were partly to blame for the 
political failures of Africa's inde- 
pendent states, because they had 
failed to prepare them for self- 
rule, Kaunda said. 

“No colonial power ever taught 
any one of us how to build demo- 
cracies. The whole colonial fabric 
was a' fabric of oppression and 
suppression,” he said. 


ence. 


lieved that “Africa, properly 
of the 


handled, is the continent 
future.'" 

“We - have first and foremost a 


“Zambia, for instance, at inde- 
pendence had only 100 university 
graduates. That is after the Brit- 
ish colonial power had pumped 
out so much copper,” he added. 

“At independence, we have 
not learned anything by way of 
democracy. Our own zeal to fight 
for what we believed to be right 
and just ... was all that we had by 
way of guidelines towards a 
democratic , society.” Kaunda 
added. 

“All the instruments of power 
were in the hands of foreigners 
and this was not peculiar to Zam- 
bia, it was a common feature of 
all- African countries,” Kaunda 
said. 

The intrusion of superpower 


conflicts into Africa and the fail 
in the value of Africa’s commodi- 
ty exports were other factors 
which bad tended to destabilise 
the emerging states, he said. 

‘The forces of destabilisation 
were so powerful that what is 
surprising, in my opinion, is that 
there are still some African coun- 
tries ticking as they are today.” 

Kaunda pointed to the persist- 
ence of white-dominated rule in 
South Africa as a potential volca- 
no that could blow apart the 
whole of southern Africa. 

“This situation in southern 
Africa is going to escalate,” he 
predicted, arguing that economic 
sanctions were the only form of 
peaceful pressure which might 
succeed in abolishing apartheid 
without a bloodbath. 

Landlocked Zambia still relies 
on rail routes to South African 
ports to carry about half its fore- 
ign trade, but Kaunda said the 
country hoped to cut its air links 
with South Africa this year to 
coordination with other black- 
ruled African states. 

He described the proposed air 
embargo as Zambia’s “key area 
of operations,” in its campaign 
for global economic sanctions 
against the white-led government 
in Pretoria. 

Kaunda said the main problem 
facing African economies was “a 
terrifyingly exploitative economic 
order." 

“I see slave conditions in the 
so-called Third World ... We are 
being reduced to the status of 
beggars,” he said. 


The only way out of Africa’s 
“vicious cricie” of declining ex- 
port income and increasing debt 
was to improve the pricing of its 
commodity exports, he said. 

Zambia relies on copper and 
other mineral exports for 95 to 98 
per cent of its foreign exchange 
earnings awf Kannda p ointed out 
that the country's economy had 
suffered from a slump in copper 
prices since the early 1970s. 

But the president said that de- 
spite many difficulties, Zambians 
had managed to take over the 
running of their own country and 
maintain its unity and stability. - 

“For us, the greatest blessing 
we have had is that in spite of the 
turmoil all around us, the wan of 
liberation and the counter-activi- 
ties of the racists south of us. 
Zambia has remained true to its 
slogan: “One Zambia, one na- 
tion.” Stability has been the hall- 
mark of our operations.** he said. 

Kaunda recognised that many 
veteran African leaders were re- 
luctant to quit power, despite 
their advancing age, but said be 
did not see this as a factor giving 
rise to traumatic leaderahip 
changes. 

“The forces that lead to insta- 
bility are, in my opinion, far 
removed from the sort of period 
one serves/’ said Kaunda. 


Finally, he defended the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(OAU) as “the best organised of 
all continental organisations,” 
despite its failure to deal effec- 
tively with many problems on the 



Kenneth Xinuta 


continent. 

, “We are certainly hopeful that 
the next 30 years will see a lot 


more progress towards unity and 
towards more effectiveness,” he 
said. • • 


Maltese fear 
election violence 


By Joe Sriduna 

Reuter 


VALLETTA — An undercurrent 
of political tension runs through 
the Mediterranean island of Mal- 
ta as campaigning gathers pace 
for an election which will pass 
judgment on 15 years of Socialist 
rule. 

The election atmosphere was 
charged by a burst of political 
violence last November. 

Now politicians are trying hard 
to cool passions for fear that 
another outbreak of trouble 
could frighten away tourists, the 
lifeblood of a stagnating eco- 
nomy. 

The election has to be held by 
the middle of May but Prime 
Minister Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici 
has delayed announcing polling 
day. Political pundits think it will 
be in early May. 

Mifsud Bonnici, a 53-year-old 
lawyer handpicked by longtime 
former leader Dom Mintoff to 
take over the reins in December 
1984, is seeking a fourth five-year 
term for the Labour Party. 

But the vote promises to be a 
dose-run contest yet again with 
die right-wing Nationalist Party 
headed by another lawyer Ed- 
ward Feoecfa Adami, also 53. 

Violence flared to November 
with 23 people injured to clashes 
during a Nationalist march. Four 
had gunshot wounds. A week 
later a Nationalist supporter was 
shot dead. 

The violence put a damper on 
electioneering. Some inddents 
have been reported since then but 
nothing serious. Scuffles broke 
out at a rally last week but no-one 
vas hurt. 

“The tension is- just below the 
surface,” said one longtime resi- 
dent of the capital Valletta. 

Malta, lying between Italy and 
Libya and home to 330,000 peo- 
ple, has become so politically 
polarised over the past few years 
there is likely to be little move- 
ment of supporters from one par- 
ty to the other. 

The Nationalists say many 
Labourites have gone over to 
them and Mifsud Bonnici has 
acknowledged some “lost sheep” 
which must be brought back to 
the Labour fold. 

In the last election in Decem- 
ber, 1981, the Nationalists won 51 
per cent of the vote but Labour 
ended up in power with more 
seats — 34 to 31 in the 65- 
member parliament. 

Now the constitution has been, 
amended fo ensure that in future 
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the party with more than 50 per 
cent of the vote will have major- 
ity representation. 

With the two parties so dosely 
balanced, new voters — youths 
who have never voted before — 
could tip the balance. 

Both parties are addressing the 
interests of the young at rallies 
where attendances of 100,000 are 
not uncommon. 

Labour boasts of creating new 
schools, training schemes and 
free university education. 

But the economy is the key 
election issue, with unemploy- 
ment hovering around six per 
cent of the workforce, wages 
frozen for the last four years, 
industry lagging and exports 
struggling. 

The Nationalists accuse the 
government for mismanagement 
of the economy in general and 
failure to create permanent iobs 
and attract foreign investment in 
particular. 

Labour blames the country’s 
problems on the international re- 
cession and says it is beginning to 
turn the country towards a better 
economic environment. 

Last year Malta signed a trade 
accord with Moscow to open the 
way for increased exports, mainly 
textiles. 

The Soviet Union has ordered 
16 small ships from Malta and will 
be sending more merchant ships 
for -repair and refit. 

Malta also signed an aid pack- 
age with Italy and trade with 
Libya is increasing again after a 
sharp drop. 

The balance of payments pul- 
led out of the red last year with a 
surplus of nearly $14 million. 

Tourism is on the verge of a 
boom and could give the eco- 
nomy a vital boost. The number 
of visitors is confidently expected 
to surpass the 1986 influx of 
573,000 which brought in earn- 
ings of nearly $170 million. 


Jerry Rawlings— Ghana’s radical, determined leader 


of 


ACCRA (R) — Flight Lieute- 
nant Jerry Rawlings seized power 
twice in Ghana in a bid to stamp 
out the corruption which reduced 
the o nce-prosperous African 
country to poverty — and he has 
hung on to it with ruthless deter- 
mination. 

The urban poor, the lower 
ranks in the military and left-wing 
intellectuals see him as an honest 
alternative to a succession 
oftervvenal generals and politi 
dans. 

Even his critics — and their 
number increased sharply after 
his second coup on December 31, 
1981 ■ — grudgingly concede that 
Rawlings is a man above suspi- 
don with a modest lifestyle. 

Professing non-alignment, 
Rawlings has moved Ghana firm- 
ly to the left “ praising Libya's 
leader Muammar Qadhafi, visit- 
ing Cuba and Nicaragua in 1984 
and tangling with the United 
States. 

Despite at least a dozen plots 
and several attempted coups 
since 1981, and the resignation, 
anest or flight of' five of the 
original seven members of the 
country’s ruling council, Rawl- 


ings has dung to power. 

The former British colony’s 
traditional ties with the West, 
particularly the United States, 
have been allowed to cool. But to 
gain support from the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Rawlings 
has had to follow more conserva- 
tive economic polides. 

He was born in Accra on June 
22, 1947, the son of a Scottish 
retail chemist and a mother from 
Ghana's Ewe tribe. Mixed mar- 
riages were a rarity in pre-inde- 
pendence Ghana, then a British 
colony called the Gold Coast. 

After school at Achimota, one 
of the best English-speaking 
academies in West Africa, where 
he was remembered as a rebel, he 
enrolled in the Ghana military 
academy at Teshie and was com- 
missioned as a pilot officer in 
1969. 

A bureaucratic mistake at 
Teshie led to bis uame, originally 
Jerry Rawlings John, being reg- 
istered as Jerry John Rawlings. 
The name stuck when supporters 
demonstrated in favour of “J J.,” 
or “Junior Jesus.” 

Rawlings first won world atten- 


tion on June 4, 1979, when at the 
age of 31 he overthrew General 
Fred Akuffo and formed an all- 
ranks military administration 
which set about economic 
“House-deaning. ” 

Within days, three former milit- 
ary heads of state, including 


General Akuffo, were executed 
for “economic sabotage” and 
personal enrichment, and senior 
officers, dvil servants and 
businessmen were jailed — one 
for 150 years. 

Rawlings kept his promise to 
hold free elections once the 
“house-cleaning” was finished 
and stepped down in favour of an 
elected civilian government 
headed by President Hflla 
Limann in September 1979. 
..Rawlings returned to private 
life, having been retired by the 


limann government, and spent 
much of the next 25 months 


studying Marx, social philosopher 
Frantz Fanon and Libya’s 
Qadhafi. 

Friends described him during 
this period as brooding and mora- 
listic, chain-smoking his way 
through marathon political dis- 
cussions, but known as a snappy 


‘Crises’ are everyday affair in Italy 


By Frances D’Emffio 

The Associated Press 


his 


ROME — Government crises 
seem to be a constant in Italy, 
where 45 governments have ruled 
since World War IL But there is 
stability, too, in a political system 
that, to outsiders, often seems 
tenuous, mystifying and even 
amusing. 

In the latest government col- 
lapse, Socialist Bettino Craxi res- 
igned as premier last week after 
three years and seven months to 
office. His resignation followed 
several months of feuding in the 
five-party coalition. 

Yet while crisi del govemo 
(government crises) succeed each 
other with a rapidity unmatched 
in most of the world, the business 
of government goes on. 

Often, the same characters just 
change seats, and major stage 
policy is unaffected. Most offi- 
cials in the government apparatus 
remain untouched. 

• “Government crises, even if 
they do recur frequently enough 
in our country, have always 
allowed us to maintain a substan- 
tial continuity of direction, both 
in internal and international poli- 
tics,” Deputy Premier Araaldo 
Forked, a Christian Democrat, 
told members of the European 
parliament last Wednesday, the 


re- 


in 


day after Craxi announced 
resignation to the Senate. 

Craxi, whose government 
lasted longer than any other in 
the postwar period, has joked 
about Italy's reputation for 1 
volving-door” governments. 

Recalling a 1985 meeting 
West Germany, he said, “When I 
walked into the Bonn summit, 
the other members looked at me 
seemingly relieved — as if to say, 
‘Oh, we know him. It's the same 
guy we saw at the last meeting’.” 

And Italian politicians readily 
admit that their swift government 
changes leave some allies baffled. 

“Every time that we talked 
about the staffetta (a political 
agreement to pass the premier’s 
post from one party to another), 
either with Reagan or with Shultz 
or with Weinberger, I saw the 
maki n g s of a smile," Defence 
Secretary Giovanni Spadolini 
said last month after meetings in 
WashingtoD with the U.S. presi- 
dent, secretary of state and 
secretary of defence. 

Spadolini, a former two-time 
premier, is a long-time member 
of Italy’s cast of political charac- 
ters. 

Policy issues rarely play a role 
in the collapse of Italian govern- 
ments. The current crisis grew 
out of Christian Democrats' in- 
sistence that Craxi had agreed to 


step down in March so a Christian 
Democrat could take his place. 

But Craxi said last month he 
objected to any automatic trans- 
fer of power. 

With most of the same faces 
from a fallen government usually 
showing up as one minister or 
another in the next government, 
polides rarely take drastic new 
directions. 

The closest thing to a policy 
dispute under Craxi came after 
Spadolini, leader of the tiny Re- 
publican Party in the coalition, 
resigned as defence minister to 
protest the government’s hand- 
ling of the Achiile Laura cruise 
ship hijacking. 

As part of a compromise to 
allow the coalition to continue — 
with Spadolini back as defence 
minister — the governing part- 
ners agreed to toughen their 
stance toward the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation, which 
allegedly negotiated the hijack- 
ing’s end. 

The Christian Democrats are 
consistently Italy’s largest party, 
usually polling a bit more than 
one-third of the votes . 

In recent years they have 
joined in coalitions with the 
Sodalists, Republicans, Social 
Democrats and Liberals, a tiny 
conservative party. 

Veteran Christian Democrat 


S. 

MfC 
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dresser albeit with a revolver 
often tucked in his waistband. 

Meanwhile the economy con- 
tinued to deteriorate, and after 
weeks of rumours Libyan-trained 
troops reinstated Rawlings in 
power, at the bead of the Pro- 
visional National Defence Coun-. 
til (PNDC), which promptly sus- 
pended the constitution, dis- 
solved parliament and banned 
political parties. 

It soon became dear that the 
newly-politicised Rawlings had 
no intention of h anding back 
power for the second time. The 
PNDC set up people's and work- 
ers' defence committees with 
wide powers, restored diplomatic 
relations with Libya and im- 
proved ties with Communist na- 
tions. 


But opposition has persisted, 
with the reported execution of 
dozens of people of corru p tion or 
plotting against the state. 

Rawlings seems undeterred. 
“No matter what happens, this 
country will not be the same 
again,” he has said. “Now the 
masses are wide awake and they 
are not going back to sleep any 
more.” 


Giulio Andreotti is a prime exam- 
ple of a political figure whose 
steady presence in the govern- 
ment gives it stability. A five-time 
former premier, he is a candidate 
to succeed Craxi. Under Cram, 
he served as foreign minister, his 
stooped figure a familiar one at 
summits. He took up his first, 
cabinet pest, that of interior 
mi ni s t er, at age 35, a tender one 
as Italian politics go. 

In 1972 be led a government 
that lasted nine days, and it took 
121 days to put together a new 
.one. 

Craxi was a rare man as Italian 
premiers go because he never 
served previously as a cabinet 
minister. 

If leaders of the parties can’t 
agree on a new makeup for the 
next government, early par- 
liamentary elections are likely. 

The last time parliament was 
elected at its scheduled time was 
in 1968. 

Roberto Aliboni, who directs 
the Rome-based Institute of In- 
ternational Affairs; which moni- 
tors Italy’s role in the world, says 
the shifting balance of power 
among coalition partners makes 
resorting to early elections a 
more frequent course. 

“In the past, the Christian 
Democrats had more real power 
and could settle disputes,” 
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Ford, aided by space technology, returns to Mideast 



By Rory Charming 

Renter 

KUWAIT — The American car- 
maker Ford, diplomatically 
helped by spaed .technology, has 
launched a 5trong\comgback in 
the Arab World 'after being 
blacklisted for 20 years. 

Its return coincides tooth an 
upheaval in the market,' 'with 
America's arch- rivals from Japan 
bard-pressed to stem an erosion 
in their sales dominance because 
of the strong yen. 

The Arab League, judging 
Ford to have complied with its 
rules barring dealings with Israel, 
in 1985 lifted a boycott slapped 
on the company for selling vehi- 
cles for assembly there. 

Company officials say the work 
of Ford’s aerospace unit in assist- 
ing Arab states to set up a satel- 
lite communications network 
helped to restore ties and 
smoothed its way. 

The Detroit-based automaker 
made a fresh start in Kuwait last 
November, forming a new deal- 
ership from scratch, and has since 
started selling through estab- 
lished outlets in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

Peter Benbam, Ford’s market- 
ing manager in Kuwait, said sales 
were running at around 70 units a 
month — “much better than we 
thought.” 

The other three Gulf states, he 
said, had “staggering results,” 
each selling initial stocks of 46 to 
68 luxury cars in a couple of days. 

A second Saudi outlet is plan- 
ned and dealerships will be added 
this year in Oman and Qatar. 

“We believe Ford has an ex- 
tremely attractive range of cars 
and trucks to offer the Middle 
East customer and we plan to 
obtain our fair share of the Arab 
marketplace,” said Jerzy Hender- 


son, Ford sales vice-president, 
before the UAE launch. 

Ford enjoys the huge sales 
advantage to U.S. exporters re- 
sulting from the dollar’s slide 
since 1985. But the Middle East 
market has shrunk, perhaps by 60 
per cent in 1986 alone, Bebbam 
said. 

Recession from diminished oil 
revenues is biting and the Iran- 
Iraq war has crippled two poten- 
tially rich markets. 

Also, Ford’s U.S. rival. Gener- 
al Motors (GM), is gearing up to 
boost its presence in the region. 

GM got the go-ahead last June 
for a carmaking joint-venture in 
Egypt, which company officials 
said would serve as a strategic 
regional base in the most popu- 


lous Arab Nation. It is expected 
to start up later this year. 

Ford, in targetting the thinly- 
populated Gulf states with the 
world's top incomes per capita, is 
aiming for quality sales at the 
expense .of volume. 

“On these kinds of cars, the 
Japanese aren’t a factor... GM 
and the luxury (West) German 
cars would be the main rivals,” 
said Ken Brown, a Ford spokes- 
man in Detroit. 

The LTD Crown tVictoria, 
Mercury Grand Marquis and Lin- 
coln Towncar series were shown 
at the launch and nail be followed 
by the Mertury Sable and 
Taurus, among others. 

Ford is initially selling only 
U.S.-made models, at prices 


ranging from around $19,000 to 
$36,000. Its dealers reckon they 
have an edge, since both the yen 
and mark have risen' strongly 
against dollar- tied Gulf curren- 
cies. 

“It’s a very suitable (launch) 
time. It would not have come at a 
better time for Ford,” said 
Naeem Shakir, of the Dubai- 
based Galadari Brothers trading 
group. Ford agents in the UAE. 

Ford backers are counting on 
initial novelty appeal maturing 
into a firm attraction for prestige 
alternatives to GM models. West 
Germany's Mercedes Benz, Audi 
and BMW and top-range 
Japanese saloons. 

This may take time. “Even in 
the Gulf, buyers are cost-con- 


scious now.” said one dealer. 
Wealthy merchants who changed 
their car eveiy year during the oil 
boom now keep them longer. 

A big hurdle for Ford, say 
dealers for other manufacturers, 
is a growing sense of brand loyal- 
ty to their models, nurtured 
through years of after-sales ser- 
vice. 

The yen had risen by 40 per 
cent against the dollar in 18 
months and Japanese vehicle 
sales to the Middle East declined 
by 45 per cent between 1982 and 
1985. Then, with exports of 
400,000 vehicles, it clung to 70 
per cent of a smaller market. 

Full details of sales for 1986 are 
hard to get, but informal trade 
and diplomatic estimates suggest 



Japan still had one-half or more 
of the market for new passenger 
cars, trucks and buses. 

These estimates give U.S. and 
European manufacturers roughly 
one-fifth of the market each. 
South Korea, with its won curren- 
cy closely aligned to the dollar, 
has emerged as a notable new 
competitor. 

In Kuwait, for instance, Hyun- 
dai and other small or medium- 
sized South Korean makes came 
from nowhere in 1985 to rake 10 
per cent of last year's sales. 

Prospects for significant expan- 
sion outside the western Gulf 
Arab states, by Ford or other 
manufacturers, appear remote. 

In Tunisia, dominated by 
French firms Renault and 
Peugeot, strict import curbs im- 
posed for the past two years 
because of balance of payments 
problems have hit foreign car 
makers. 

Local assembly of cars, lorries 
and commercial vehicles fell by 
one-half last year and Renault’s 
local assembly plant was forced to 
close last December for three 
months. 

In Jordan, where Ford had 60 
to 70 per cent of the market 
before the Arab boycott, a sharp 
rise in customs duties since 1981 
dealt a blow to imports of big- 
engined U.S. cars. New registra- 
tions have fallen by over two- 
thirds. 

In Iraq, newcomers have to 
contend with Mercedes Benz as 
the top choice for state and party 
leaders while top-grade Japanese 
saloons have a unique role as 
awards to military officers for 
bravery. 

Other army personnel can buy 
Volkswagen Passats under an oil- 
for-cars deal with VW’s Brazilian 
line involving 150,000 vehicles, 
but the average customer has to 
wait years for a car. 


Tourism takes over 
from oil as Tunisia’s 
top cash earner 


Fading Bolivian city 
shines once a year 
with dancing devils 


Eurotunnel vision marks a modest occasion 


Plans for a tunnel between Britain and France have not gone 
smoothly in the past year. WiU the company face less choppy waters 
in the second year of operation? Andrew Taylor examines the 
problems facing the Channel link. 


By Kevin Noblet 

The Associated Press 

ORURO. Bolivia — The fear- 
some, frog-eyed devil is again 
loose on foe- streets of this sky- 


high Bolivian city. 
The Dooulace -shi 


The populace -shrieks with -de — 
light, the city fathers burst with 
pride, the tourists flock in, the 
peasants get drunk and the police 
grow vexed. 

It is the pre-lenten season of 
carnival, when in many cities and 
towns across the Latin world 
workaday reality gives way to an 
orgy of costumed dance, parade 
and drink. 

For Oruro, a fading trade and 
mining centre of 70,000 inhabi- 
tants, it is a rare chance to shine. 
For no one does carnival quite 
tike here, 3,720 metres above sea 
level on the. desolate “Alti pia- 
no.” or high plain. 

While the carnivals of Rio de 
Janeiro and New Orleans may be 
larger in scale, the celebration in 
Oruro sticks to its mystical, reli- 
gious origins. 

In a three-day spectacle start- 
. ing the Saturday before lent, par- 
ticipants dance along a nine 
kilometre-route that winds 
through the narrow, dusty streets 
accompanied by brass bands in 
frayed pin-stripe suits playing a 
unique mixture of marching 
music and Indian tunes. 

Best known are the “diablos,” 
or devils, with their towering and 
elaborate masks of many colours. 
Their bloodshot eyes are the size 
of grapefruits, their tongues are 
serpents. Long, curving horns 
rise out of a bead of hair made up 
of twisting snakes and lizards. 

Alongside are the she-devils, 
their wide-eyed masks frozen in a 
death grin and their short skirts 
whirling to reveal a lot of gar- 
tered leg, petticoats and frilly 
underwear. 

Other dancers portray Incan 
rulers, Spanish conqnerers, bears 
and condors. A highly popular 
theme is the “morenos,” or dark 
ones, representing black slaves 
carted in by the colonialists to 
press grapes or work in the re- 
gion’s tin and silver mines. Their 
multicoloured tongues loll from 
exhaustion as they are led along 
by roaring, whip- wielding slave 
masters. 

Exhaustion need not be faked. 
The more elaborate costumes 
weigh 50 kilogrammes, or more. 
Shouldering that weight over the 
long course in the thw air of tbe 
Altiplano can only be accom- 
plished by those who have lived 
here long enough for their blood 
to have grown neb in the red ceils 
needed to make up for the scarce 
oxygen. Even then, months of 
training is conducted. 

“We have great stamina,” 
boasted Roberto Rodriguez, a 
33 -year-old Oruro native who. 
works as a macbanic whdn he 
isn’t dancing as a devil. He said 
trial runs are held each Sunday 
for four months before the event. 

“We don’t have any problems 
because we practice so much,” 
Rodriguez said. 




As be spoke, in mid-parade, 
his face remained hidden by his 
terrible mask. “Sorry, but I can’t 
take it off. It’s part of the prom- 
ise,” he said. 

. •• Each participant vows to dance 
: tbe entire coarse for three eoh- 
-secative years. If -a year-is missed- 
because of illness- or accident, 
they must begin again. 

Tbe promise is made to the 
Virgin of tbe Mine Entrance, 
whose image is guarded in a 
chapel at the opening to the San 
Jose mine, a once-rich but now 
largely spent mountain of tin ore 
that rises over the city. 

Last August, production at tbe 
mine was suspended along with 
that of several others in nearby 
towns as the debt-ridden federal 
government tried to cut spending. 
The mines wfere state-owned, as 
were several nearby smelting 
plants that also were shut down, 
and some 20,000 people lost their 
jobs. 

Best known are the 
“ diablos , ” or devils , with 
their towering and elabo- 
rate masks of many col- 
ours. Their bloodshot 
eyes are the size of 
grapefruits , their tongues 
are serpents. Long , curv- 
ing horns rise out of a 
head of hair made up of 
twisting snakes and 
lizards. 

It was the latest in a series of 
economic blows to Oruro. which 
as a centre for rail traffic to the 
Pacific once was Bolivia's most 
important city. Now newer rail 
lines connect the landlocked i 
country's capital. La Paz, with 
the coast and, along with the 
mining slump, have left Oruro in 
decline. 

Tbe slump makes carnival all 
the more important. An esti- 
mated 40,000 tourists, inducting 
5,000 foreigners with lots of 
money to spend, pour into tbe. 
city for the spectacle. 

“This tourism is very, very 
important for Oruro,” said Col. 
Carlos Casasola, police comman- 
der for the Oruro area. “The 
dollars are badly needed.” 
Shoulder to shoulder with local 
citizens, the tourists watch the 
dancing from cramped wooden 
stands along the parade route. 
Sitting under a scorching noon- 
day sun, they slake their thirst on 
Bolivian beer, a sure recipe for 
rowdiness that' makes Casasola's 
job a tough one. 

“The behaviour of the crowd is 
not good. They don’t obey the 
police,” he complained, gesturing 
toward a large group of specta- 
tor who were sitting illegally on 
the street, in front of others who 
had paid for their narrow seats in 
the stands 

“We cannot remove them by 
force. It would make a bad 
appearance, and be bad for tour- 
ism,” he said. 


LONDON — A small party has 
been held in London ana Paris to 
celebrate tbe first anniversary of 
the decision by the British and 
French governments to give the 
go-ahead to plans to link their 
.countries by. a31-imJe. rail tunnel 
under the ^Channel:, 

* The celebratioris organised by 
Eurotunnel; the~Angh>-French~ 
consortium of bankers, construc- 
tion and engineering groups 
Which won the concession to 
build the tunnel, were considered 
to be much more subdued than 
the flag-waving jamboree in Lille 
last year when Mrs. Thatcher and 
President Mitterrand announced 
their decision. 

The consortium still has much 
to do if one of the world’s 
greatest construction ventures is 
to go ahead. 

The next 190 days or so will be 
crucial for Eurotunnel. It plans to 
complete the financing arrange- 
ments for the tunnel's construc- 
tion with a £750 million ($1.15 
billion) international share issue 
in July. 

If -that fails, loans and standby 
credits worth more than £5 billion 
with about 40 international banks 
might be in jeopardy. 

Before the issue can take place, 
parliament will have to have pas- 
sed die Channel Tunnel Bill and 
ratified the treaty signed with 
France last February. 

A s imilar process will have to 
be completed in France, where 
opposition to the project is much 
less intense than in Britain. 


There, ferry companies, environ- 
mentalists and people living in 
Kent have mounted a vociferous 
campaign opposing the tunnel. 

Any slippage in the tight timet- 
able might delay the start of main 
construction, planned for this au- 
tumn. The project could be lost 
altogether if parliament fails to 
- pass the Channel Tunnel Bill or if 
the consortium fails to raise the 
cash it needs this summer. 

A third factor which might 
upset the plans is the timing of 
the British general election. At 
best, an early election would put 
the bill on bold while the cam- 
paign is fought. A Conservative 
victory would leave the project 
intact, but any other outcome 
might jeopardise the tunnel — 
particularly if a Labour govern- 
ment adheres to its plan to hold a 
public inquiry into the proposals. 

It is those matters on which 
Eurotunnel will be concentrating 
as it celebrated its first birthday 
on January 20. Most important of 
all, for the consortium, will be to 
kindle investment enthusiasm for 
the project. By its own admis- 
sion, that has still to come alight. 

It has been a bruising 12 
months for the consortium, which 
is still recovering from blows last 
October when plans to raise £206 
million from international institu- 
tions very nearly ran aground. 
The issue was saved only when 
tbe original founding banking and 
construction shareholders sub- 
scribed for extra shares. 

Eurotunnel recognises that it 


will have to fight a much more 
vigorous campaign if this sum- 
mer's issue, taking the total equi- 
ty raised to £1 billion, is not to 
run into similar difficulties. 

It plans to offer tbe shares for 
the first time to the general public 
in Britain and France, after which 
it will seek a quote for the shares 
on the London and Paris stock 
exchanges. 

Tbe factors which shook inves- 
tor-confidence in- October were 
the lack of a market, for the 
consortium's shares; the fact that 
its management team was still 
being assembled; and the political 
uncertainty surrounding the pro- 
ject. The consortium argues that 
those will be absent when it com- 
es to raise the final £750 million. 

It is also looking at possibilities 
of issuing different types of equity 
to overcome objections from in- 
vestment institutions concerned 
that first dividends will be paid 
until after the tunnel opens in 
1993. One option may be to offer 
a convertible loan stock. 

Tbe likely constitution of 
underwriting syndicates for the 
issue is also being considered 
while Eurotunnel, according to 
its own timetable, must also 
shortly conclude detailed loan 
and standby credit agreements 
with its bankers. 

Above all, Eurotunnel recog- 
nises that it must become more 
visible if it is to succeed. By its 
own admission, tbe consortium's 
publicity campaign over the past 
12 months has not been as effec- 
tive as it might have been against 
criticisms of the safety and viabil- 
ity of the scheme. 


A £10 million advertising con- 
tract has been awarded to the 
advertising agency Collett Dick- 
enson Pearce by Eurotunnel, 
which expects shortly to launch 
television advertisement in Bri- 
tain to support its publicity cam- 
paign for the issue. 

British journalists have been 
taken to Switzerland by Eurotun-' 
nel to see a series of privately run 
rail tunnels which have been suc- 
cessfully carrying passengers in 
their -cars through, tunnels up to 
20 km long for more than 30 
years. 

Tbe trip was aimed at counter- 
ing criticisms raised in parliament 
by members and others that 
Eurotunnel's plans to cany pas- 
sengers in the same carriages as 
their cars in unsafe. 

A key figure in Eurotunnel's 
campaign is Sir Nigel Broackes, 
chairman of Trafalgar House, 
the shipping, construction, prop- 
erty and hotels group, who joined 
Eurotunnel as a nonexecutive 
director last October. 

Sir Nigel was the driving force 
behind EuroRoute, a rival con- 
sortium with plans to cross the 
Channel by a combination of 
bridges and tunnels. 

Sit Nigel is being tipped as a 
possible successor to Lord Pen- 
nock, 66, British joint-chairman 
of Eurotunnel. He is seen as the 
charismatic type of figure needed 
to bead the consortium's drive to 
improve its image as it starts its 
second year in business. Sir 
Nigel's influence is. already being 
felt as Eurotunnel gears up for 
the next few vital months — 
Financial Times feature. 


Yugoslav prodigy violinist 
hailed as new Paganini 


By Charles Dick pended its membership of the 

Reuter ■ Organisation of Arab Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OAPEC), 
TUNIS — For the first time since after less than five years in the 
the 1970s oil price boom, tourism group, and is preparing to be- 
has taken over from Tunisia's -come a net importer of oil by 
dwindling petroleum industry as around 1990. 
the country’s biggest money The country produces around 
earner. 100,000 barrles a day, but it has 

Income from visitors actually to import nearly 50 per cent of 
fell last year over 1985, but oil the oil and petroleum products it 
revenue fell faster, according to needs, because it requires grades 
official figures. not found locally and because 

With fine beaches, a long capacity is limited at the coun-. 
Mediterranean summer season try's only refinery, in the north- 
and impressive relics of the ern port of Bizerre. 
ancient civilisations of Carthage The government says this 
and Rome, Tunisia had invested year's outlook for tourism is 
heavily in tourism. . bright, with figures expected to 

But the sector is notoriously continue upwards after picking 
fickle and can be turned around up in the latter half of 1986. 
rapidly by exchange rate fluctna- Heavy rains also mean that this 
tions. year's grain crop outlook is good 

Hijackings and international after a poor performance in 1986. 
conflicts can also scare off tour- In another major shift affecting 
ists. Two recent examples of this the economy. Tunisia has come 
were Israel's 1985 air attacks on under an International Monetary 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- Fund (IMF) programme for the 
nisation's headquarters outside first time after borrowing S250 
Tunis and the hijacking of the million in November during an 
Italian cruise liner Achilla Lauro acute balance of payments crisis, 
in the Mediterranean. Total foreign debts are due to 

Foreign currency receipts from equal about 60 per cent of gross 
tourism totalled $470 million in national product this year. 

1986 and Finance Minister Ismail The economy recovery prog- 
Khelil predicts they will rise to ramme included a 10 per cent 
$570 million this year. The figure devaluation of the dinar last year 
for 1985 at the exchange rates and sets out guidelines for a 
prevailing then was $555 million. liberalisation of import duties and 
By contrast, oil, where world prices, 
prices have fallen and Tunisia's The government has continued 
reserves are falling, brought in to reduce subsidies on basic food- 
5390 milion last year, a drop of stuffs such as bread, olive oil and 
almost 50 per cent on 1985. It is sugar, which Western economic 
expected to fall again to around analysts say has pushed the infla- 
$370 million this year, according lion rate to more than 15 per cent 
to 1987 budget figures. in recent months. The official 

Tunisia has effectively sus- rate was 7.8 per cent in 1985. 


By Vjekoslav Radovic 

Reuter 

BELGRADE — Like many 
other 10-year-old boys, Stefan 
Milenkovic likes kicking a foot- 
ball or playing with toy guns. He 
also likes getting standing ova- 
tions. 

.When Stefan takes to the stage 
audiences around the world rise 
to their feet, hailing him as the 
next Paganini, the great 19th- 
century Italian violinist. 

“It’s a dream come true,” says 
his father Zoran, 39, who has 
been coaching Stefan on the 
violin since the boy was three 
years old. 

Stefan was bom into a musical 
family in the quiet Belgrade sub- 
urb of Zemun. By his 10th birth- 
day in January, he had played 400 
concerts to enraptured audiences 
in the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia and 
Austria. 

This year his busy touring sche- 
dule takes him to Japan and 
Argentina, Zoran Milenkovic, a 
violin teacher by profession, told 
Reuters. 

“He started to toy with the 
violin at the age of two and- a year 
later, with my training, he bad his 
first appearance on Belgrade 
Television,” his father said. 

He was featured on magazine 
covers all over Europe, won 
standing ovations in the famous 
Milan Conservatory of Music, 
Madrid's Teatro Real and other 
famous concert halls where audi- 
ences crowded in to hear ‘the boy 
prodigy from the east,” as he was 


called by the Italian magazine 
Domenica Del Corriere. 

In the modest Milenkovic 
apartment in Zemun, Stefan 
appears to be like any other boy, 
as he plays with toy guns, '‘shoot- 
ing” at his seven-year-old 
brother, Filip. 

Although he is a dedicated and 
excellent music pupil, his pianist 
mother Lidija said, he still finds 
time to play soccer with his 
schoolmates. But his face returns 
to deep thought and concentra- 
tion when he takes up his violin. 

There is a long tradition of 
music in the family. Mrs. Milenk- 
ovic said her Italian father came 
to Yugoslavia in World War II, 
playing the clarinet for occupying 
Italian forces. 

He fell in love with a Yugoslav 
girl and never returned to Italy. 
Stefan met his Italian relatives for 
the first time on his Italian tom- 
last October. 

When Stefan's parents became 
aware of his talent, the violin 
ceased to be a toy and his father 
began to work with him seriously 
for ten minutes a day. 

“I increased the drill by five 
minutes every three months. Now 
he practises 140 minutes a day 
and will eventually go up to 160 
minutes.” 

Stefan said he had no 
favourites in his repertoire: “It’s 
all the same to me — I like them 
all — Paganini, Mozart, Brahms 
or Tchaikovsky." 

Success has changed many 
things in the life of the family. 

They will soon move to a big- 
ger apartment in the centre of 
town. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel L 638968 


: EVERY 

DAY 

PEOPLE WHO WEEP 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

SEr® CALL US' 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takeaway available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 

18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
1 Take-away aarvtea 

Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


'|| Electrolux I 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 






Liverpool takes league lead 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool, who led the English 
First Division for a brief seven-day spell in January, 
went top for only the second time this season when it 
took its revenge on FA Cup conquerer Luton. 

A 2-0 victory at Anfield, game in hand, seldom threatened 
courtesy of a Jan Molby penalty the Chelsea goal though midfiel- 
and an own goal by Luton defen- der David Rocastle, who scored 
der Mai Donaghy, lifted Liver- its extra time winner in the 
pool three points ahead of fellow League Cup semifinal replay with 
citizens Everton. Tottenham, was unfortunate to 

But Liverpool’s grip on first hit the post shortly before haif- 
place could be even shorter this 
time, however, because Everton 
will go above it again on goal 
difference if it wins at Watford 
Sunday. 

Third-placed Arsenal, chasing 
a unique trophy treble, suffered' 
an undeistandable reaction to its 
four-hour League Cup semifinal 
victory over Tottenham last week 
at London neighbour Chelsea, 
where it lost 1-4). 

Chelsea had eight first-team 
squad members unavailable 
through injury, illness and sus- 
pension and was forced to recall 
tiny striker Colin West, who has 
been on loan with Scottish First 
Division club Partick Thistle. . 

West, 19 years old and only 
1.65 metres tall, made an im- 
mediate impact on his debut by 
scoring the winner after five mi- 
nutes when he seized on a rare 
David O'Leary error and tucked 
a firm shot neatly past Arsenal, 
goalkeeper John Lukic. 

FA Cup quarter-finalist Arsen- 
al, now four points adrift with a 


tune. . . 

While Arsenal is beg inn i n g to 
show the first signs of fatigue 
after an arduous season, Liver- 
pool, its League Cup final oppo- 
nents on April 5, appears to be 
hitting top form at exactly the 
right time. 

Player-manager Kenny Dalg- 
lish left himself on the sidelines 
and recent £800,000 ($1.2 mil- 
lion) signing John Aldridge on 
the substitute's bench, despite the 
fact the former Oxford striker 
scored the winner against South- 
ampton last week. 

With Molby, Steve McMahon 
and Craig Johnston taking a firm 
grip on midfield, Liverpool 
dominated proceedings from the 
start and went in front after 18 
minutes when Luton defender 
Rob Johnson handled the bail 
during a frantic goalmouth 
melee. 

Molby converted the resultant 
penalty with typical nonchalance 
and Liverpool increased its 
advantage five minutes from half- 


time when Donaghy had die mis- 
fortune to turn the ball past bis 
own goalkeeper during another 
Liverpool surge. 

Tottenham bounced back from 
the League Cup disappointment 
with a gritty 1-0 home win over 
Queen’s Park Rangers which left 
it eight points adrift of Liverpool 
but with two games in hand. * • 

Almost inevitably, Clive Allen 
scored the winner with a 59th 
minute penalty, his 40th goal of 
an extraordinary year which 
should see him overtake Jimmy 
Greaves as Tottenham's top scor- 
er in a single season. 

Glasgow Rangers remained top 
of the Scottish Premier League 
on goal difference, despite run- 
. rung up against some unexpected- 
ly stiff resistance at lowly Falkirk, 
where it won 2-1 thanks to two 
first half goals from striker Ally 
McCoisL 

Glasgow Celtic maintained its 
challenge in second place by beat- 
ing Motherwell 3-1 at home. 
Scotland World Cup midfielder 
Roy Aitken put Celtic ahead and 
further goals from Brian McClair 
and Tony Shepherd sealed 
Motherwell's fate. 

Third-placed Dundee United, 
who beat Barcelona in the UEFA 
Cup in midweek, slipped three 
points behind Rangers but with a 
game in hand when it was held to 
a 1-1 draw at home by 
Clydebank. 


American NBA roundup 

Johnson helps Pistons over Mavericks 


DETROIT (AP) — Vmnie John- 
son helped the Pistons survive a 
disastrous first half to defeat the 
Dallas Mavericks 125-115 in a 
battle of division leaders in the 
National Basketball Association. 

Johnson’s teammates were 12- 
for-37 from the field in the first 
two periods against the Maver- 
icks, but Johnson was 10-for-15 
off the bench to keep the Pistons 
within 11 points at halftime. 

Johnson finished with 28 
its, while Bill Laimbeer had 
points and. 18 rebounds, 
Adrian Dantley scored 23 points 
and Isiab Thomas 22. 

Elsewhere in the NBA, it was 
Boston 132, Los Angeles Clippers 
111; Atlanta 111, New Jersey 83; 
Philadelphia 123, Washington 
113; Utah 124, Milwaukee 123; 

- New- York 1 10,- Chicago 109; and 
San Antonio 130, Sacramento 
119. 

Boston, despite missing Larry- 
Bird because of a sprained back, 
easily bandied Los Angeles as 


point 
24 e 


Kevin McHale hit 16 of 20 field- 
goal attempts and scored 35 
points. 

Fred Roberts, starting in. 
place of Bird, contributed 17 
points, while Danny Ainge 
scored 20, Robert Parish had 18 
and Dennis Johnson added a sea- 
son-high 16 assists. None of the 
five starters played in the fourth 
period as the Celtics took a 105- 
79 lead into the final quarter. 

Philadelphia's Cliff Robinson, 
playing in his first game since 
Feb. 23 because of an eye infec- 
tion, fiad no trouble finding the 
basket as he scored 26 points 
against the R nftets 

It was the first victory for the 
76ers over Washington in four 
games this season as they finally 
found a way to contain former 
teammate Moses Malone, who 
hkj.94 points and 49 rebounds in 
the three previous meetings be- 
tween the two teams. 

Atlanta won its fifth straight 
game as Dominique Wilkins 
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SPECIALITIES 
and VARIETIES 
of. DISHES 
on our 

LUNCH BUFFET 
at 

J.D.4.500 




And from 5 :pm to 7 : 30 pm 

we offer a choice 

of rich Pastries. Cakes 

and Pits including 

Coffee or Tea 

for 0.600 fils 

at the A|-Azrak. 

I coffee shop | 


Friday & Sunday 
Lunch Buffet 
' JD 5.500 


Amra Hotel 
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scored 10 of his 17 points in the 
first quarter, giving the Hawks 
the lead for good against New 
Jersey. 

In Milwaukee, John Stockton 
scored 10 of his 14 points in the 
fourth quarter, including a tur- 
naround jumper with nine 
seconds left, as Utah rallied from 
a 19-point deficit to win at Mil- 
waukee for the first time in eight 
tries since Dec. 30, 1979. 

Milwaukee was led by Jack 
Sikma’s 20 points and 15 re- 
bounds. 

In Chicago,- Patrick Ewing 
scored 31 points, including a 12- 
foot jumper with 10 seconds re- 
maining, and Gerald Wilkins 
scored 33 points, lifting New 
York over. Chicago for its third 
straight victory. 

Michael Jordan finished with 
27 points, 10 under his average, 
and eight steals. 

In San Antonio, Alvin Robert- 
son and Mike Mitchell scored 27 
points apiece for San Antonio 
against Sacramento. The Spurs 
clinched the victory by scoring 
their final six prints from the 
free- throw line. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully- furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone; 673768, 672842 after 
2 pjn. 


Rain cools tempers, halts 
wild Lendl-Connors match 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— In a repeat of their wild 
semifinal last year, Ivan Lendl 
and Jimmy Connors played more 
♦Han three hours of raucous ten- 
nis before rain halted the match 
at the start of a third-set tiebreak- 
er in the International Players 
Ch amp i on s hi ps. 

Connors won the first set 6-3 
and Lendl took the second 7-6 
with a 9-7 victory in the tiebreak- 
er. The rain came just in time to 
cool tempers, which were getting 
ont of control. 

Lendl constantly complained 
about the wind, which was gust- 
ing to at least 35 mph (56 kph), 
and got a code of conduct warn- 
ing from the chair umpire 
Richard Kaufman while asking 
for the match to be halted be- 
cause a few raindrops -fell in the 
middle of the third set. 

Later in that set, Connors was 
hit in the throat by a ball which 
bounced off the net. When Kauf- 
man gave him a time violation for 
taking too long to make his next 
serve, Connors erupted and got a 
code of conduct warning for his 
language. 

Connors, who led 30-15 after 
he was hit by the ball, went on to 
lose that game and fell down 6-5 
in games. But he broke Lendl’s 
serve with a sharp crosscourt 
backhand to force the tiebreaker. 
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Jimmy Connors 


Kaufman then stopped the 
match because the rain was be- 
ginning to fell more heavily. 

Last year in die semifinals, 
Connors walked off the court in 
(the fifth set to protest line calls 
Connors, who was tr ailing 5-2 
when he quit, was suspended 10 
weeks and fined $25,000 for his 
behaviour. 

In other men’s semifinal, 
fourth seeded Yannick Noah was 
scheduled to play ninth-seeded 
MQoslav Merir. 

But Noah’s status is in ques- 


Ivan Lendl 

tion. He pulled out of a doubles 
match Thursday because of a 
shoulder injury suffered in bis 
quarterfinal victory over Mats 
Wilander. A release from the 
Association of Te nnis Profession- 
als said Noah hopes his sprained 
right shoulder will respond to 
treatment and he will attempt to 
play. 

Second-seeded Chris Evert 
Lloyd and thud-seeded Steffi 
Graf are scheduled to play in the 
women’s final Saturday. 


Soviets claim early honours; Ireland’s 
Coghlan falls at indoor athletics meet 

Cup victories in 1985. 

Losch then snatched control 
with a fourth round 20.14 only to 
see Briesenick recapture it mo- 
ments later in the same round 
with a 20. 18 attempt, then streng- 
then her grip on the lead in the 
penultimate round with a heave 
of 20.28 metres. 

East German Heidi Krieger, 
who won the outdoor European 
gold in Stuttgart last year, and 
another Soviet Natalya 
Akhrimenco, who won the Euro- 
pean indoor crown in France two 
weeks ago, finished fourth and 
fifth respectively. 

Krishtop sliced more than 25 
seconds off the previous 3,000 
metres walk mark set by. Italian 
Giuliana.Sajce. as she romped to 
victory' , 1 a,;' 12‘‘ ‘ miaiites 05.49 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Amer- 
ican Hurdler Greg Foster cap- 
tured the world record he has 
been chasing all year while die 
Soviet Union claimed the early 
honours at the World Indoor 
Athletics Championships. 

The 28-year-old Foster, who 
had predicted fast times on the 
magnificent mondo surface, 
swept home in his 60 metres 
hurdles heat in 7.46 seconds — 
shaving 0.01 seconds off the mark 
Canadian Mark McKoy set in 
March last year and Foster equal- 
led in San Diego 12 days ago. 

Bat the Soviet Union claimed 
the first golds on the opening day 
of the inaugural three-day cham- 
pionships. 

Natalya lisovskaya left her 
best, till -late to snatch the 
women's shot title from a class 
field after 30-year-old Siberian 
mother Olga Krishtop had de- 
molished the world record to take 
the 3,000 metres walk crown. 

Friday began clouded in con- 
troversy and confusion after 
favourite Eamoon Coghlan fell 
and failed to qualify for the 1,500 
metres final. 

After an appeal by Irish team 
manager Ronnie Long, meeting 
referee John Chaplin added the 
34-year-old veteran's name to the 
nine-man final field — only to 
have the appeals jury overturn 
the decision less than an hour 
later, leaving die world 5,000 
metres champion out of the 

flhamp in nchips _ 

Coghlan wacs one of five com- 
petitors here with a chance of 
completing a unique set of world 
championships golds after win- 
ning titles at the Inaugural Out- 
door Championships in Helsinki 
four years ago. 

Foster is another. He left no 


POSITION REQUIRED 


A 36 year-old Jordanian holding a BA. in English and with three 
years experience in teaching English and eleven years in 
translation is seeking a translation position or an appropriate, 
position requiring fluency in Arabic and English. 

Call: Ismael, tel. 784831, from 840 to 14.00 


doubt about his qualification with 
a tremendous run to finally 
claim the record he first bettered 
in Los Angeles in January when 
he docked 7.36 seconds. Bat the 
Olympic silver medallist was de- 
nied the record when the raoe was 
later ruled a false start. 

Friday night Foster was away 
superbly and said afterwards; “I 
let off a little earlier at the finish 
than I should have. There is still 
something there.” 

Lisovskaya, the outdoor world 
record holder, captured the gold 
on the final put of the competi- 
tion with a superb 120.52. metres 
effort to deny East German Bona 
Briesenick. West German 1984 
Olympic champion Claudia 
Losch won the bronze. 

: It was Lisovskaya's first major . 
championship title, although she,: 
claimed World and European 


Esparragoza captures WBA title 


FORT WORTH, Texas (R) — 
Antonio Esparragoza of Vene- 
zuela put an end to 14 months of 
frustration when he stopped 
champion Steve Cruz in the 12th 
round to take away his World 
Boxing Association [(WBA)I 
featherweight crown. 

Esparragoza’s punches took a 
terrible toll on the American's 
eyes, and the referee stopped the 
bout 32 seconds before the end of 
the 12th after the almost blind 
Cruz had hit the canvas twice in 
front of his hometown crowd. 

Cruz, who was defending for 
the first time the title be won last 
June from Ireland's Barry 
McGuigan, struggled early in die 
fight, scheduled to go 15 rounds, 
and never took control. 

“I thought his hardest punch 
was his right hand and I took 
that,” Cruz said. “But he also 
had power in his wide looping left 
book and it took its toll.” 


Esparragoza, the number one 
contender for 14 months who had 
accused McGuigan of avoiding 
him, Ihnrt Craz in the fourth, 
pinning him on the ropes with a 
series of jabs to the body and left 
hooks to the head. 

In the 11th, Esparragoza was 
clearly the aggressor, pinning 
Cruz on the ropes. The fight was 
stopped at one stage to allow the 
doctor to check Cruz's vision. 

At the start of the 12th round 
Cruz’s left eye was completely 
swollen shut and Esparragoza im- 
mediately began punishing it. He 
caught Cruz with two jabs to the 
head and an uppercut, then 
another jab to the bead, and the 
doctor was brought in again. 

Twenty seconds later, Cruz was 
on the canvas, the victim of a left 
book. After another 30 seconds, 
Cruz was down again and referee 
Wiso Fernandez decided he had 
taken enough punishment. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment (ground floor) 2 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, kitchen, bathroom, balcony, very good furniture in a nice 
location. Seventh Circle, airport road. Telephone, services, 
central heating , garage and nice garden. 

Tel: 810523 - 810522 


NURSES WANTED 


UniversMy^y 




SECRETARY WANTED 

Personal Secretary of German or British nationality, 
married to a Jordanian national. German and English 
languages essential. Experienced in typing (electric 
typewriter) word processor and telex. 

Please send details of past experience and C.V.I 
to P.O.B. 6823, Amman, Jordan. 

Applicants will be interviewed during week commencing , 

March 14th. 


Gavaskar becomes first to 
score 10,000 test runs 


AHMED AB AD, India (R) — 
S onfl Gavaskar, the “little mas- 
ter" of Indian cricket, Saturday 
become- the firs batsman to score 
10,000 runs in test cricket. 

Gavaskar, on 57 after, tea on 
the third day of the fourth test 
against Pakistan, needed one run 
to reach five figures when he cut 
Ejaz Fatih for two, triggering a 
mass pitch' invasion. 

Play was held up for several 
minutes as spectators raced on to 
the ground to congratulate 
Gavaskar and thousands of 
others gave him a lengthy stand- 
ing ovation. A child garlanded 
the Bombay batsman. 

Gavaskar, who has hit a record 
34 test centuries, said of the 
unique landmark: “It was just a 
moment of sheer joy for me.” 

He said he did not mentally 
prepare himself for creating test 
history and had batted as in any 
other match. 

Gavaskar, now 37, made his 
test debut on the 1970-71 tour of 
West Indies. “When I started 


playing test cricket my aim was 
not to make a fool of myself he 
said. 

Four centuries and a total of 
774 runs in the four-match series 
proved India had found a bats- 
man of rare talents who has so far 
notched up 124 test appearances. 

Gavaskar has said he wili retire 
soon, probably at the end of the 
year. 

The former Indian captain is 
one of the richest cricket players 
in the country. Apart from, play- 
ing cricket and working m a 
private- company, he endorses 
products and modelling photo- 
graphs appear almost dauy in the 
Indian media. 

England’s Geoff Boycott holds 
second place in the list of all-time 
test run scorers with 8,114. West 
Indian Gary Sobers is third with 
8,032. 

Australian captain Allan Bor- 
der, West Indian captain Vjy 
Richards and England’s David 
Gower are the current players 
nearest to Gavaskar's record with 
around 6,000 runs. 



Kuwait qualifies for Olympics 

DOHA, (R) — Kuwait beat Iran 1-0 (0-0) Saturday to qualify for 
next year’s Olympic Games’ soccer tournament in Seoul. Scorer; 
Faisal A1 Dakhii (87th minute). 

Istanbul-Kiev match rescheduled 


ISTANBUL (R) — Besiktas of Istanbul and Dynamo Kiev of the 
Soviet Union have rescheduled the first leg of their European Cup 
quarter final soccer tie for Istanbul on March 14, the Turkish club 
said. The match was postponed last Wednesday and then again 
Thursday and Friday because of snow in Istanbul. A Besiktas 
spokesman told Reuters the decision was approved by both dubs 
anH by European soccer union (UEFA) officials. The match will 
start at 1230 GMT and the second leg will be played in Kiev on 
March 18. 

Argentine coach’s gun was a toy 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — A gun former Argentine national team 
coach Cesar Menotti pulled on soccer fens who attacked him 
Thursday was a toy pistol, a judge said. “I received a police report 
today clarifying that the gun was a toy,” La Plata Judge Horado 
Piombo said Friday. Police found the gun in the visitors’ changing 
rooms at Estudi antes Stadium, he said. Witnessses said Menotti 
took a gun from a bag and pointed it at a group of Estudiantes De 
La JP lata fens who attacked and insulted h»m and his Boca Juniors 
players ay they arrived to complete a First Division match that w» 
suspended last November because of crowd trouble. 

Tigana’s lucky number provokes fine 

PARIS (R) — Jean Tigana’s affection for his lucky number 14 
shirt has cost the French Football Federation a 5,000 Swiss franc 
.($3,300) fine, the federation said. Tigana has carried number 14 
since the 1982 World Cup but ran into trouble last November 
before the European Championship qualifying match against East 
.Germany in Leipzig. The referee told Tigana the rulebook stated 
players should be numbered 1-11 and the kick-off was held up 
while the French midfielder argued his case. The game ended 0-0. 

Italian captain to undergo surgery 

TURIN, Italy (R) — Italian captain Antonio Cabrini undergoes a 
knee operation next week which will put him out of soccer for at 
least four months, officials at his Juventus dub said Saturday. 
Defender Cabrini, 29, decided on the operation after doctors said 
be had aggravated a ligament injury to his left knee in a league 
match against Fiorentina last Sunday. Reigning Champion Juveo- 
tus moved into second place in the league with last weekend's 
win, four points behind Napoli, with 10 weeks of the season to 
play. 

Soviet sets superhea vyweigh t mark 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet superheavyweight Leonid Taranenko 
set a world record by lifting a total of 467.5 kilogrammes in two 
separate efforts, the TASS news agency said. TASS said the 
30-year-old Taranenko snatched 205 kilogrammes and jerked 2625 
kilogrammes to set the reedrd Friday. It said his effort was 25 
kilogrammes better than the previous record, held by Soviet 
Alexander Gunyashev. 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT 

C °T sisTi ?S^ lh * e spacious bedrooms, two 
! b^iraorr^ttiree lounges, large kitchen, large glassed-irv veranda with 

Apartment area: 21 0 sq.m. 

Annual rent: JD 1,900 

Amman - 4th Circle - near Randa Pharmacy and Comer 

Call: 655403 - 673925, Amman 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED FLAT NEAR 5TH CIRCLE 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting-room, dining room & 
.kitchen with American appliances (fridge, cooker & 
washing machines). Fully carpeted, centrally heated. 
Own telephone, garden, garage & entrance. 

Call: 673166 
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OPERA 


Tel: 675573 
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HAND 
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THE HAND 
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China to stop vehicle imports 


PEKING (R) — C hina, which 
bought more than half a million 
foreign vehicles in the two years 
np to last December, will import 
virtually none this year because 
of a vast stockpile, representa- 
tives of foreign carmakers told 
Reuters. 

They estimated the national 
stockpile — both imported and 
domestic models — at 90,000 
vehicles, about half of which will 
be sold this year. 


last month put stocks at 45,000 
domestic vehicles, double that of 
' a year earber, and 100,000 im- 
ported, which it said would be 
sold at cut prices. 

The Yangcheng evening news 
of Canton said a sales exhibition 
of 65 types of vehicles from 10 
countries opened in the southern 
city last month. 

In 1985 China imported 
353,979 vehicles and in 1986 
150,055, customs figures show. 
CNS said these huge imports 
were one reason why domestic 
output last year feU to 330,000 
vehicles from 400,000 in 1985, the 
first year-on-year fall since 1949. 

The imports,- as well as tight 
controls on icredit: and an oil 
shortage, caused a drop in de- 
mand for domestic models and a 
cash shortage for domestic mano- 


Swede gambles with city funds 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A Stockholm employee used billions of 
crowns of city funds to play the futures market, incurring losses 
estimated at 475 million crowns (S74 million), auditors mid the 
council Friday. 

The unnamed 28-year-old who has only a high school qualifica- 
tion in economics, gambled undetected over 90 bflUan crowns (over 
$14 billion) of city cash in hundreds of unauthorised futures deals, 
the auditors said. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Maks sure you use care 
in whatever judgments yon make. Be objective now in 
things of a personal.nature, or else you may wind up feel- 
ing hurt and rejected. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get outside tasks handled 
today. Relieve the tensions of family and friends who 
need you now. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Today ia fine for get- 
ting all the data you need about a financial matter. A 
newcomer can be helpful 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get your personal mat- 
ters in better order. A friend can help you with some 
money matters later. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Improve your 
private affairs. Handle a situation with your mate wisely- 
with the assistance of a friend.' 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang. 21) Be tactful in trying to gain- 
a personal aim. Don't waste time doing a favor for a 
friend who doesn’t need it. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get that outside job 
done, even thought it is hardly to your liking. Help a 
friend who is in trouble. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Don’t make any new 
promises. Take care you do not upset one of prominence 
or you may soon regret it. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Make sure you handle, 
the responsibility that is so important today. Tonight 
you have a duty to handle for your mate. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Listen carefully 
to an associate and then you will know how best to han- 
dle your end of the deal 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Use care in trying 
to help another, otherwise you wind up in trouble. 
Schedule your activities wisely. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Make some plans for 
entertainment. Discuss any health treatments you- want 
to take with your mate. 

. PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Give your home more 
attention and get everything there in perfect order. Rest 
up tonight. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will learn vary quickly but should be taught to study 
in such a way that the knowledge gained can be retained 
throughout the lifetime. Upon reaching maturity your 
progeny can do remarkably well in the field of merchan- 
dising, whether it be ideas or goods. . 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Cobum 


ACROSS 
. 1 Strong dope 
5 Wanes 
9 Baby buggy 

13 River to the 
Severn 

14 Witch town 

16 Vatican site 

17 Gambling dty 

18 Mine excava- 
tion 

19 Cassini 

20 CoOseum 
22 Loretta of 


23 Ann bone 

24 Moose 
26 ScuOed 
28 “The rain 
31 Pompous 


35 “Wnroe the 

36 Low card 
36 Stick out 


40 Artist's need 

42 —end (owed 

43 Slight trace 

45 Memo 

46 Anhcl skin 

47 Mnced 
49 Shrivels 

51 wader 
53 “Ode — Night- 
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fecturers, CNS said. 

The Peking representative of 
one major Japanese car firm said 
the export outlook for foreign 
companies was very bleak. 

'This year and next will be 
d i smal for exports. We expect 
sales to improve in 1989 and in 
1990, when the Asian Games will 
be staged in Peking,” be said. 

Studies of past buying patterns 
also show a sharp rise in spending 
in the last two years of each 
five-year plan, when targets and 
budgets have to be met, he said. 
The current plan, the seventh, 
runs from 1986-1990. 

Another Japanese representa- 
tive said foreign car firms be- 
lieved demand for vehicles in 
China was extremely high but was 
being held down by lack of funds 
and tight central control 

“This is a huge and growing 
market, with a very low ratio of 
vehicles per capita. That is why 
we and other firms stay here. We 
have to look at the long term,” he 
said. 

The economic information 
newspaper last year said the num- 
ber of vehicles in China would 
rise to 15 million by the year 2000 
from five to six million in 1990 
and three million in -1986. To 
match this, China would need to 
produce 900,000 vehicles in 1990 
and 2.5 million in 2000, it said. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET] Oil prices exceed $18 a barrel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Marker during the 
week starting Saturday, Feb. 28, 'S7 and ending Wednesday, March 4, 87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company • Number Volume Opening Closing Par 

‘ of shares of trade price price value 

Rnirirfng and financial institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 5100 6528 1.270 1.280 1.000 


Jordan Islamic Bank 


Jordan Gulf Bank 

-Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 
Cairo Amman Bank 


Arab Bank 


Islamic Investment House 


National Portfolio Securities 


Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
Real Estate Financing Corporation . 
AI Mashrek Exchange 


54 Timber woU 
57 Safety agency: 
abbr. 

59 BriWance 

63 Attest 

64 Anehmt mbs 

65 OfMgnov* 

67 Peeca signs 

68 Caravansary 

69 Henhouse 

70 WOger 


72 Sits of 
pstaHs 

DOWN 

1 Theda el the 
sflente 

2 Done with 

3 Area 


01007 TYCunft MMM 1 
MAgwHumd 


4Uppay 

6 Curve 
6 CHOW 
7BrtB 

8 Deep brown 
g ExuBsnt 

10 Croissant 

11 Prayer word 

12 Large: pref. 
15 tats subway 
21 Mountain 

25 Jackson or 
Smith 

27 meter's 
record; abbr. 

26 Ada Mm* 
region 

29 Goddesses 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


rannrnn nrann nrnmn 
nranmn naan nnnn 
rannnnnnranraninnrani 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnraciFinran 
fflnn nnn nnn nnn 
nnnnmn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnrn nnnranra 
nnn nnn nnn pram 
nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnncinmnnn 
nnnn rarcrcn nnnnn 
nnnn onnn nnnnn 


so OPEC naton 

32 0 m who bigs 44 Shoe sirs 

33 Exams 48 Impurity 

34 Torn 50 Gordon tool 

3$ out 82 Borne prat. 

37 Abominable 54 As 


SBWIngs 
BOTho — te 


Snowmen 
41 Lithuanian 


66 KHo 

56 Edible root 


Insurance nd reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance .... 
Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Arabian Seas Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance .. 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Petra Jordan Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

AMzdibar Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Services and industries 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 
Management and Consultancy ..., 

General Investment 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 


Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 
Aladdin Industries 


Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 


Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

'Jordan Petroleum Refinery .... 


National Industries 


Jordan Wooden Industrie? (JWICO) 
Livestock and Poultry 


Rafis Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


Jordan Spinning & Weaving 

Jordan Industrial Investment Corporation 


Jordan Cement Factories 
Grand total 


Peanuts 


N amber 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

of shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

5100 

6528 

1.270 

1.280 

1.000 

74319 

180443 

2.100 

2.400 

1.000 

2115 

4475 

2.220 

2.100 

1.000 

288995 

48290 

1.680 

1.670 

1.000 

6770 

8994 

1.310 

1.310 

1.000 

290 

455 

1.540 

1.580 

1.000 

50 

93 

1.900 

1.850 

1.000 

682 

200305 

30.000 

29.500 

5.000 

242226 

555173 

23.400 

22.000 

5.000 

3440 

459130 

127.000 

130.000 

10.000 

23578 

59202 

2.510 

2.500 

1.000 

60850 

45800 

0.740 

0.760 

1.000 

— 



— 

— 

1.000 

95051 

108276 

1.450 

1.620 

1.000 

34510 

14686 

0.740 

0.740 

1.000 

31500 

43192 

1.370 

1.400 

1.000 

9299 

5506 

0.600 

0.590 

1.000 

12148 

11068 

0.930 

0.910 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

64609 

260545 

3.400 

4.150 

1.000 

1000 

880 

0.880 

0.880 

1.000 

3900 

45580 

11.500 

11.900 

1.000 

7650 

6609 

0.850 

0.880 

1.000 

3000 

3150 

1.010 

1.050 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2370 

3120 

1.300 

1.320 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

10799 

8401 

0.770 

0.790 

1.000 

1100 

758 

0.680 

0.690 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

3000 

3885 

1.400 

1.280 

1.000 

36324 

21029 

0.560 

0.590 

1.000 

1000 

450 

0.450 

0.440 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 


1.000 

2765 

1936 

0.700 

0.700 

1.000 

33448 

5684 

0.670 

0.670 

1.000 

48450 

22008 

0.940 

0.960 

1.000 

12967 

19057 

1.470 

1.480 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

76631 

35882 

0.440 

0.460 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

20966 

18801 

0.920 

0.900 

1.000 

38065 

15967 

D.400 

0.430 

1.000 

14326 

16761 

1.170 

1.170 

1.000 

12635 

26656 

2.100 

2.120 

1.000 

122320 

108828 

0.880 

0.860 

1.000 

3080 

7389 

2.400 

2.400 

1.000 

15081 

22116 

1.460 

1.470 

1.000 

1029 

4836 

4.700 

4.700 

1.000 

44450 

44498 

1.010 

0.970 

1.000 

202950 

299068 

1.480 

1.440 

1.000 

< — 

— 

— 



1.000 

3519 

3537 

1.000 

1.010 

1.000 

10500 

11415 

1.040 

1.090 

1.000 

4950 

2416 

0.490 

0.490 

1.000 

3508 

4867 

1.390 

1.380 

1.000 

225695 

497007 

2.160 

2.160 

1.000 

4400 

3752 

0.850 

0.850 

1.000 

6152 

11074 

1.650 

1.800 

1.000 

3156 

21828 

6.860 

6.940 

5.000 

90791 

25276 

0270 

0.270 

1.000 

1250 

846 

0.740 

0.680 

1.000 

350 - 

118 — 

‘ 0.620 

-• 0.380 - 

- l.OQO 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

390 

281 

0.720 

0.720 

1.000 

16580 

20482 

1.210 

1.240 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1500 

615 

0.400 

0.410 

. 1,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 . 00U 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

3148 

5552 

1.650 

1.800 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

30 

318 

10-500 

10.600 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

■ — 

— 

— 



1.000 

15012 

14006 

0.920 

0.930 

1.000 

4554 

2859 

0.630 

0.620 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

411241 

928196 

2.340 

2.520 

1.000 

92526 

98071 

1.080 

1.040 

1.000 

2 , 095,990 

4 , 227,756 





NEW YORK (Agencies) — Oil prices jumped above 
$18 a barrel in New York Friday and analysts 
predicted even higher levels as reports proliferated 
that OPEC has cut output substantially below its 
self-imposed quota of 15.8 million barrels per day 
(b/d). 


Futures contracts for West 
Texas Intermediate (WTf), the 
U.S. benchmark grade, for deliv- 
ery in April surged as much as 43 
cents a barrel to $18.18 before 
profit-taking from day trading 
speculators sent the contract back 
to $18.04. 

WTI has gained about $1.50 in 
the week. The widely-traded 
North Sea Brent grade climbed as 
high as $17.60 a barrel in New 
York Friday, also a gain of $1.50 
for the week. 

OPEC is keeping its produc- 
tion down and there is a growing 
tightness of ^ort-haull crudes 
available on the spot market 
which could send prices 50 cents 
to SI over their current levels,” 
said Mr. Daniel McKinley, oil 
analyst at Smith Barney, Harris 
Upham and Co. 

Friday’s return to an $18 a 
barrel price tag — the target level 
set by the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) at its Geneva meeting in 
December — marks the first time 
crude oO has traded this high 
since early February. 

In the month following the 
December OPEC meeting prices 
jumped to $3 to $4 a barrel to as 
high as $19.50 on op timism that 
OPEC would indeed remain true 
to its agreement to curb output by 
7.25 per cent and insist on a 
fix-price contract system. 

But traders' optimism soon 
changed to cynicism as reports 
that certain countries were ex- 
ceeding their quotas began to 
filter through, sending prices as 
low as $16 a barrel last week. 

The rally followed a Reuter 
survey of traders and industry 
executives that suggested 
OPEC’s output had in fact fallen 
below 15 milli on barrels daily. 


In a telephone interview Thurs- 
day in London, OPEC President 
Rilwanu Lukman said the group 
was producing ’’well below” its 
15.8 million b/d ceiling. 

But traders remain nervous, 
and there are still sceptics among 
aD industry leaders. 

Traders said Friday the market 
was jittery and little volume was 
traded, as OPEC has rarely kept 
within self-imposed output limits 
for long in the past. 

“The market is very nervous at 
these levels and waiting for con- 
firmation of the trend,” said a 
London-based broker. 

Other oil analysts noted that 
much of the OPEC under-pro- 
duction came at the expense of 
Saudi Arabia, the main advocate 
of a return to a benchmark $18 
and which is producing well be- 
low its mandated quota at 
around 3.1 milli on b/d according 
to market sources. 

Mr. Stephen Hanke, chief eco- 
nomist at Friedburg Commodity 
Management, told Reuters in a 
telephone interview the principal 
reason OPEC production had 
moved so low is “a result of the 
Saudi cut.” 

“This could spell trouble if it 
gives other members an incentive 
to exceed their quotas," Mr. 
Hanke said. 

"The Saudis will be picking up 
the tab for others’ cheating. The 
drain on the Saudis will continue 
as they are forced to cut output 
maybe as low as 2.5 million b/d to 
support the $18 average price as 
they did in 1985,” he added. 

Ecuador suspends oil exports 

Meanwhile, Ecuador sus- 
pended oil exports for an indefi- 


nite period Friday after a violent 
earthquake damaged a major 
pipeline, Energy and Mining 
Minister Javier Espinosa said 
Friday. 

He said the Thursday night 
quake severely damaged the 
pipeline that carries the oil to the 
port of Balao. 

Mr. Espinosa said he had been 
informed the tremors had des- 
troyed several sections of the 
500-ktiometre pipeline in the 
vicinity of Baeza, about 200 
kilometres east of Quito, the 
capital. The area was at the 
epicentre of Thursday's quake. 

The government said a com- 
mission of experts headed by 
undersecretary of energy, Mr. 
Fernando Santos, and Finance 
Minister Domingo Cordovez, 
were travelling to the area to 
assess the damage. 

Mr. Espinosa said he could not 
say when exports would be re- 
sumed until he received a report 
from the commission, which had 
already arrived in the area. 

Ministry spokesman, Mr. Fer- 
nando Proano, said "the pipeline 
is cut in various sections over a 
30- kilometre length where it pas- 
ses by Baeza.” 

Oil is Ecuador's main export and 
the source of 65 per cent of the 
country’s foreign exchange. 

The damaged pipeline runs 
from the Rio Agrio oilfield to 
Balao in Esmeralda province on 
the Pacific coast. 

The ruptured pipeline could 
worsen Ecuador’s already preca- 
rious financial position. Declining 
oil prices over the past year had 
already forced the government to 
skip interest payments last month 
on its S8 billion foreign debt. 

Ecuador had been exporting 
about 144,000 barrels a day out of 
a total output of 240,000 barrels, 
officials said. The oil is sold main- 
ly in the United States, Britain 
and Asia. 

"Not being able to export a 
drop of oil is a tragedy,” said Mr. 
Santos before leaving for Baeza, 
the site of one of the pipeline's 
pumping stations. 


Brazil’s debt move spreads worries 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) — 
Multinational companies fear 
that Brazil’s decision to suspend 
interest payments on 'its foreign 
debt could provoke a drop in 
industrial output and growth, 
making an economic recession in 
Latin America's largest country 
almost inevitable. 

Leaders of the international 
business' community in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil's largest city and its 
industrial and financial centre, 
said in interviews that the suspen- 
sion has damaged Brazil's credi- 
bility overseas. 

As a result, they predict, new 
foreign investment and credits 
needed for economic growth will 
be scarce.. 

Down to less than $4 billion in 
hard currency reserves and with 
its trade surpluses well below the 
$1 billion needed monthly to ser- 
vice its debt, Brazil announced 
Feb. 20 that it was indefinitely 
suspending interest payments on 
the $70 trillion it owes foreign 
private banks. 

The country’s overall foreign 
debt is $108 billion, the largest in 


the developing world. 

Mr. Koichiro Shinomata, a direc- 
tor of the Japanese chamber of 
commerce in Brazil, said the sus- 
pension of payments will make it 
harder for industries to import the 
components and raw materials they 
need to manufacture products for 
the domestic and export markets. 

As a result, he said, "industrial 
production could decline and any 
plans for expansion will have to 
be postponed.” 

"What usually follows such a 
scenario is recession and trnem- 
pployment,” Mr. Shinomata said. 

The debt payment suspension 
was a consequence of the failure 
of Brazil’s year-old anti-inflation- 
ary programme known as the 
Cruzado plan. 

The plan, which included a 
price freeze, creation of a new 
currency known as the cruzado 
and elimination of a complex 
inflation-indexing programme, 
was successful initially. Inflation 
was held to about 63 per cent in 
1986, well below the annual rate 
of about 500 per cent before the 
plan was introduced. 


But the price freeze soon led to 
a spending spree that, combined 
with the unwillingness of produc- 
ers to sell at low government-set 
prices, led to widespread shor- 
tages, black mar ketee ring and the 
resurgence of inflation to 16.82 
per cent in January. 

To deal with the shortages Bra- 
zil increased its imports and de- 
creased its exports, leading to a 
sharp drop in trade surpluses and 
to a depletion of reserves. 

Mr. Rolf Lochner, president of 
the West German chamber of 
commerce, said Brazil must act 
quickly to restore confidence in 
its economy. 

“Brazil must now come up with 
a coherent economic policy 
acceptable to the international 
community, a programme that 
proves it is willing and capable of 
solving its economic problems,” 
Mr. Lochner said. 

Mr. Celso Martone, an eco- 
nomist at the University of Sao 
Paulo, also said Brazil needs to 
draw up a new economic policy in 
order to reach some kind of debt 
rescheduling agreement with its 
creditors. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



v IN AIR 50UNP 
TRAVELS ONE MILE 
IN FIVE SECONPS " 



all Right, who 
LEFT THE UP OFF 
THE 6RAPE JELLV?.' 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



BODf AM X TIRED AFTER 

all -the Holidays/ 

I JUST GOTTA MAKE 
SURE! GET SLEEP- j 



I CAN'T BE LATE A6AIM 

on My new nighttime 

JOB* X GOTTA KEEP THE 
LIGHT OUT SO I CAN 
SLEEP 



HERE I AM, 1 SUREjVbU 
BOSS, RIGHT I BUT WHERE 
ON TIME/ f WERE Vfc>Ll 
MONDAVAND 
I WTTV TUESDAY? 


“I’ll get in shape when I feel like it! 
Stop drawing pictures of Sylvester 
Stallone in my mashed potatoes!” 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


MUTON 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® tty Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


TOQUA 


Andy Capp 


62 Sort 
65 lime 



^BEGINNING 
TO WONDER 
. WHETHER* 
Si HAVE A 
f MISSUS J 
> OR. < 
( WHETHER/ 
l I HWENT/ . 



UNBRAU 


!k_-> 


J 


AGCUTH 

□= 

□ 

■j 


THAT OFFENSIVE 
TALKER HAP A 
TONGUE SO SHARP 
HE ALMOST 
PIP THIS, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers torgorrow) 

Jumbles: NEWSY VITAL MARTYR CLEAVE • 
Answer: Some people are richer than others—^ which 
proves that wealth may be only this — 
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Police enter Golden Temple 
to rescue 4 injured colleagues 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — Hundreds of armed 
police entered the Golden Temple in Amritsar 
Saturday to rescue four plainclothes colleagues 
wounded in a guhbaftle with Sikh extremist youths 
inside the shrine, police here said. 


It was the first time uniformed 
security forces had entered Sikh- 
dom's holiet shrine since last June 
when sword- wielding militants 
demanding an independent Sikh 
homeland stabbed a temple guard 
to death. 

About 300 police and para- 
military security forces with rifles 
and automatic weapons stormed 
into the sacred complex to bring 
out the wounded men, police in 
Chandigarh, capital of India’s 
troubled northern Punjab state, 
said. 

They said trouble began when 
militant Sikh students seized an 


off-duty policeman who went to 
pay his respects to Daishan 
Singh, chief priest of the Akal 
Takht, a building in the complex 
considered the seat of spiritual 
authority for S ikhs . 

The four plainclothes police 
were trying to rescue a man they 
beard was being tortured by 
members of the All-India Sikh 
Students Federation (AISSF) in a 
room beside the marble espla- 
nade surrounding the temple's 
sacred pool. 

Earlier, police sources said the 
man being tortured was thought 
to be a police informer. 


All. four were wounded when 
they were fired ou as they 
approached the room, police 
said. Two Sikh students were 
also wounded and police outside 
the temple gathered to storm in 
and rescue their colleagues. 

The police also sealed off the 
entire area around the temple 
complex, put “no entry" signs on 
all gates and dosed shops and 
markets nearby. 

Police outraged many Sikhs by 
raiding the complex several times 
last year to hunt extremists and 
attempt to prevent militants 
opposed to moderate . Punjab 
Chief Minister Surjit Singh Bar- 
nala taking control of the shrine. 

Militants now control the tem- 
ple and senior priests last month 
excommunicated Mr. Bamala 
from the Sikh religion for refus- 
ing to obey rheir edicts. 


A suspected extremist was kil- 
led when police entered the tem- 
ple in April — the first raid since 
a full-scale army assault in June 
1984 crushed armed Sikhs 
occupying the complex. At least 
1,000 people died in the assault. 

Control of the shrine is key to 
Sikh politics. Mr. Bamala is fight- 
ing to keep his minority govern- 
ment in office in the face of edicts 
from temple priests to disband his 
ruling faction of the Akali Dal 
Party and make way for more 
militant leaders. 

In another incident in Punjab, 
suspected extremists killed a Sikh 
man Friday near Faridkot, bring- 
ing the unofficial death toll m 
extremist-related violence in the 
northern Indian state this month 
to 30. 

According to unofficial counts 
145 people have been killed in 
Punjab this year. 


Rebels bomb dozen banks, 
kill Peruvian police official 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — Leftist 
guerrillas bombed more than a 
dozen branch banks in the capit- 
al, and members of another rebel 
group killed a police official in 
the Andean city of Huancayo, 
police said. 

Members of the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement attack- 
ed 11 branch offices of Banco de 
Credito, Pery’s largest private 
bank, and two offices of Banco 
De La Nadon, the largest state- 
run bank, police said Friday. 

They said the pro-Cuban guer- 
rillas left the group's initials 
painted on some of the banks' 
wall, police said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The attacks began at 10:30 
p.m. (0330 GMT), when a loud 
blast was heard in central Lima. 

Other police sources said 
offices of Banco de Credito, Ban- 
co Popular and Banco Latino in 
the working-class neighbourhood 
of Rimac were bombed. But this 
could not be confirmed and it was 
unclear if the two reports in- 
cluded information on the same 


attacks. 

There was no immediate word 
on injuries or the extent of dam- 
ages, police said. 

Channel 9 television said late 
Friday that a bank in the work- 
ing-class neighbourhood of La 
Victoria, about five kilometres 
from downtown, and a bank in 
Lima's neighbouring port dty 
Callao also were bombed. 

These reports also were not 
immediately confirmed. 

Meanwhile, police said Maj. 
Emilio Antonio Chum be, head of 
Huancayo’s criminal investiga- 
tion unit, was shot to death ear- 
lier in die day while he was 
walking near his home in the dty, 
a trading centre of about 200,000 
people some 225 kilometres east 
of Lima. 

Police told the Associated 
Press that Maj. Chumbe, who 
formerly worked with anti-in- 
surgency forces in Ayacucho state 
where the Shining Path began its 
battle against the government, 
was killed by a four-man rebel 
assassination team. 


Ramos warns of growing 
rebel terror campaign 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
Armed Forces Chief Fidel Ramos, 
has warned of growing Commun- 
ist guerrilla violence in the run up 
to congressional elections in May 
in an effort to "terrorise" voters 
into supporting their candidates. 

He told a meeting of business- 
men Friday night rebel-related 
violence bad been increasing 
since last month and the “rising 
trend ... will probably continue to 
be sustained up to the time of the. 
congressional elections in May." 

Gen. Ramos added: "Perhaps 
this could be an effort on their 
(rebels’) part to terrorise the peo- 
ple into supporting the Commun- 
ist-backed candidates." 

The banned Communist Party 
cannot itself field candidates, 
though a party official has told 
Reuters it will support those 
candidates with “a track record of 
support for the people." 

Meanwhile, the military re- 
ported nine soldiers were killed in 
an ambush Friday afternoon by 
suspected Communist rebels on 
the central Philippine island of 
Panay. 

The civilian pressure group 
Bayan said at least 31 people 
were killed after two military 
helicopters strafed an outlying 
district of the southern Philippine 


dty of Davao a week ago. 

The report could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed, though the 
military has reported that it has 
stepped up attacks on suspected 
Communist rebel strongholds 
around Davao, Mindanao Is- 
land's main dty. 

Gen. Ramos said at least nine 
people — an average of three 
soldiers, three rebels and three 
dvilians — were being killed each 
day, which was an equivalent 
level to last year. 

The Communists, who have 
been fighting the government 
since 1969, bad suffered several 
setbacks, including the mistake of 
not giving support to the popular 
revolt that swept President Cora- 
zon Aquino into power last year, 
Gen. Ramos said. 

He said the rebels made 
another mistake when they cam- 
paigned against a new constitu- 
tion ratified by the people last 
month. The charter calls for elec- 
tions of a new congress in May 
and provincial governors and 
. mayors in August. 

“The government and a con- 
cerned citizenry can defeat the 
Communist insurgency if we will 
only endeavour to understand its 
nature, its dynamics and its char- 
acter," Gen. Ramos said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHAHLES GOHEN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
*S IRK Tn&une Mnu Sotncn. Inc 


WHOSE HAND? 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 9 2 
7 84 
■: j 5 

* A K 10 9 6 5 3 

WEST EAST 

4K 20654 4QJ87 

»AKJ5 “7Q7 3 

08 v Q 9 6 3 2 

♦ J 7 2 *8 

SOUTH 
4 A 3 
10962 
v A K 10 7 4 
*Q4 

The bidding: 

West North East Sooth 

14 34 3 4 3 NT 

Pass Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass 4 NT Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead; King of *?. 

At duplicate bridge. If you think 
the opponents can’t make their 
contract and are reasonably sure 
that your side can’t bid any higher 
without suffering defeat, it is right 
to settle for the plus score. At rub- 
ber bridge or team play, however, 
it Is usually correct to take out in* 
surance by bidding one more— you 
are willing to risk a small loss to 
protect against a possible large 


swing against you. 

This deal came up in the weekly 
team game held at New York's re- 
nown Cavendish Club. North's 
jump overcall was preemptive and 
East, Phillip Alder, a recent immi- 
grant to these shores who has 
joined the Goren organization, 
raised his partner competitively. 
After South. Rita Rand of New 
York, made the winning decision to 
bid three no trump, Alder decided 
he was likely to ftnd his partner 
with some shortness in diamonds, 
so he took what he thought was u 
sacrifice at four spades. 

As the cards lie, that contract 
was due to succeed — with crumps 
splitting evenly, the only losers 
would have been one crump, one di- 
amond and one club. But North, 
Claire Tomny or New York, wisely 
elected to take out some insurance 
of her own by bidding Tour no 
trump. 

North-South did have ten tricks 
available. Unfortunately. East- 
West were able to reel in four 
tricks first. WesL. Philip Martyn of 
New York, had a natural lead of 
the king of hearts and East sig- 
nalled his encouragement with the 
seven. A low heart to the queen 
and a heart back sealed declarer’s 
fate at the earliest opportunity. 


Former defence secretary 
doubts early SDI deployment 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States could not deploy a 
simple, round-based “Star 
Wars’* anti-missile defence until 
at least 1996 and any space-based 
system is unlikely in this century, 
former Defence Secretary Harold 
Brown has said. 

Mr. Brown, a nuclear physicist, 
challenged recent predictions by 
Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger that initial deploy- 
ment could come as early as 1993 
and might include some esoteric 
space-based weaponry to destroy 
Soviet missies in flight. 

He also cautioned against in- 
flating the potential of a space- 
based defence system. 

"If you want to deploy some- 
thing simple along the Lines of a 
ground-based system, you could 
begin to deploy it probably in the 
1996-1997 period,” Mr. Brown 
told reporters at a breakfast 
meeting. "You could have it de- 
ployed by the year 2000." 

“The simplest layer of space- 
based systems — kinetic kill vehi- 
cles — I don't see before the year 
2000. It could not be fully de- 
ployed before 2010.” 

Mr. Brown, succeeded by Mr. 


Weinberger after serving as Pen- 
tagon chief under Democratic 
President Jimmy Carter, said be 
remained pessimistic about the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), popularly called Star 
Wars, but believed Congress 
should continue to fund research 
on the project. 

An early ground-based de- 
fence, according to mili tary ex- 
perts, could be used to protect 
U.S. nuclear missiles and would 
consist of small "kinetic kfll" 
projectiles fired on a collision 
course with nuclear warheads de- 
scending to their targets. 

More complicated space-based 
kinetic kill platforms, lasers and 
high-energy beams would be 
aimed at destroying Soviet inter- 
continental missiles on lift-off and 
in mid-flight. 

Mr. Brown said results of tests 
he has seen to date would not 
produce systems cost-effective at 
the margin,” meaning Moscow 
would have to spend less on 
modifying nuclear weapons to 
overwhelm new defences than 
Washington would spend on the 
defences. 


Soviet applicants to know 
duration of visa restriction 


MOSCOW (AP) — People de- 
nied permission to emigrate be- 
cause they know state or military 
secrets may be told how long they 
must wait before they can qualify 
to leave, the head of Moscow's 
visa office says. 

S. Alpatov also said in an 
interview published Friday in the 
newspaper Vechemyaya Moskva 
that 150 Moscow residents have 
been granted permission to leave 
the country since a new emigra- 
tion law was enacted on Jan. 1. 

Alpatov, head of the Moscow 
office of the visa office Ovir, said 
the most common reason people 
are refused permission to emi- 
grate is that they know state or 
military secrets. 

“We are now introducing such 
a practice that would allow us in 
some cases to let an applicant 
know the length of such a restric- 
tion," be said. 

Many of those who have been 
refused permission to leave say 
they never have been given speci- 


fic reasons. Others who have 
been told they know state or 
military secrets say the decisions 
are arbitrary. 

Alexander Lerner, a Moscow 
reJoent who has been seeking 
permission for more than 15 years 
to go to Israel, said earlier this 
week that the official reason was 
cybernetics research he did 25 
years ago. 

It was not clear from Alpatov’s 
statement whether the new policy 
would be carried out only in 
Moscow or across, the country. 

No figures were available to 
compare with' previous months 
the number of Moscow residents 
allowed to leave in January and 
February. 

Alpatov said Soviets still would 
be refused permission to leave 
the country if they were leaving 
behind elderly parents without a 
means of support, or if they 
sought to join family members 
who illegally left the country. 


Thailand to buy tanks 
from China at discount 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand has 
agreed to buy at least 50 T-69 
tanks from China in a sweetheart 
deal, Saturday's newspapers 
quoted a senior army operation^ 
officer as saying. 

The Bangkok Post said deputy 
Chief-of-Staff Lieutenant Gener- 
al Suchxnda Kraprayoon said Fri- 
day China would sell Bangkok 50 
to 60 tanks at only 10 per cent of 
market price with a grace period 
for payment. 

No army spokesman could be 
reached for comment Saturday. 

The nation newspaper quoted 
Gen. Suchinda as saying the deal 
was for 50 tanks at a yet to be 
settled “friendship’' price. 


The papers said the T-69 is a 
Chinese-built modified version of 
the Soviet T-54 and T-55 tanks. 

The Thai Air Force said this 
week it expected to buy 37-mm 
anti-aircraft guns from C hina 
soon, also at a low price. 

Thailand's armed forces rely 
mostly on U.S.-built equipment. 
The tank agreement would be its 
first major arms deal with China. 

Ties between Bangkok and 
Peking have gotten very dose in 
recent years, particularly as a 
result of collaboration over Kam- 
puchea where Chinese-armed 
guerrillas are fighting Vietnamese 
troops opposite Thailand's bor- 
ders. 


Hess suffering from pneumonia 


BERLIN (AP) — Rudolf Hess, 
92, Adolf Hitler's former right- 
hand man and the last imprisoned 
Nazi leader, was in a British 
military hospital suffering from 
pneumonia, the family lawyer 
said. 

Hess was taken out of Spaodau 
Prison Sunday and transferred to 
a British military hospital for 
observation, said Andrew Pur- 
don, spokesman for the British 
diplomatic mission in West 
Berlin. 

“He was taken there simply 
because he said be wasn’t feeling 
well,” Purdon said Friday. ' 

But Alfred Seidl, the Hess 
family lawyer, said in a telephone 
interview with the Associated 


Press from Munich that Hess had 
been hospitalised because he was 
suffering from pneumonia. 

Seidl did not say whether the 
former Nasi has viral or bacterial 
pneumonia, and refused to say 
anything more about his condi- 
tion. 

Purdon, asked about Seidl’s 
comments, replied: “We are not 
allowed to say anything about his 
condition." 

Andrea Hess, the wife of Hess’ 
son, said the family telephoned 
the British director of Spaodau 
Prison Friday morning to find out 
about his condition. “We have no 
way of knowing how serious the 
condition Is,” Mrs. Hess told the 
AP. 


Survivors recount ordeal 
in sunken British ferry 


ZEEBRUGGE, Belgium (R) — 
For the lucky ones, the wet, cold 
horror on board the doomed 
Herald of Free Enterprise ended 
with the smash of a rescuer’s axe 
through a porthole. 

It began, one survivor said 
early Saturday, with the tremble 
of glasses in tire ship’s main res- 
taurant and then the whole boat 
“just started to' lift and kept on 
going over." 

The forlorn, shattered band of 
bedraggled survivors in the Hotel 
Novote] just outside Zeebrugge 
spoke of their stunned disbelief 
Friday night as they found them- 
selves suddenly with freezing wa- 
ter rising around them. 

Just moments before, the 
7,951-tonne ferry had set off from 
Zeebrugge in Belgium for 
Dover, taking to England about 
540 people, virtually all Britons 
returning from a "supercheap" £1 
day return trip to the continent. 

Then as it was just pulling dear 
of the harbour, the vessel flooded 

— dramatically and mysteriously 

— and the nightmare began. 

Andrew Simons, 30, a self- 

employed motor mechanic, was 
in the corridor with a friend, 
Clifford Byrne, when the lights of 
the feny went out. “Water 
started rushing in and just rose up 
around me. None of us could 
believe it." 

Simons, from Tooting Bee, 
London, said that once the boat 
had steadied on to its ride he 
hanled Hims elf along a banister 
into the lounge where he saw a 
man standing deep in water hold- 
ing a baby girl. 

“He was too cold to move. 


Cliff and I managed to get a hand 
to the baby and we got it out of 
the water,” he said. 

A while later, a rescuer smashed 
through a pothole and they pas- 
sed the child out. They were later 
lifted from the stricken vessel by 
helicopter. 

“We later learned the child was 
a two-year-old girl and bad been 
reunited with its mother," 
Simons said. 

“Before we saw the helicopter 
lights we looked at each other 
and thought we were going to die. 
We said to each other ‘live 
together, die together."' 

We must have been trapped 
in there for 20 minutes. I don’t 
think I have ever been so freezing 
cold," said Byrne. 

Truck driver Arthur Edwards, 
43, from Gnossal, Staffordshire, 
said: "It all happened so fast. It 
took several seconds for people 
to realise it was going over. There 
were just one or two squeals from 
people where I was and that was 
it.” 

He saw one body submerged in 
the water before clambering out 
on to the upper side of the wreck. 

Susan Haines, 33-year-old au- 
ditor who had been returning 
from West Germany with her 
boyfriend, said there was only a 
moment of panic "then calm de- 
scended as foe boat began to fill 
up with water." 

She swam up to a higher deck 
buoyed by the rising tide around 
her. “It was very, very cold and 
pitch dark and then I pulled 
myself on to a ledge. There were 
people bleeding around me." 


Head of UNFPA dies 


NEW YORK (USIA) — Rafael 
M. Silas, executive director of 
the U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) and an 
under secretary general of foe 
U.N. died on March 4 at age of 
58. 

Salas, a leading authority on 
family planning, headed the 
agency since its creation in 1969. 
He guided UNFPA’s growth 
from a small organisation with 
less than S2.5 million in resources 
and a staff oFfive into tire largest 
source of international popula- 
tion assistance worldwide, with 
resources of almost $150 million 
and a staff of 270. 

Salas was one of a few people 
who transformed foe obscure 
field of fondly planning into an 
accepted component of develop- 
ment, helping planners overcome 
initial position to population con- 
trol in underdeveloped, Roman 
Catholic and Marxist countries. 
When he became head of UN- 
FPA only Sri Lanka and India 
had family planning programmes. 



Rafael M. Salas 


by 1987 UNFPA had assisted 
dose to 4,800 projects in 149 
developing countries and terri- 
tories. 

Born in Bago, Philippines, 
Salas was a diplomat in his coun- 
try's foreign service before join- 
ing foe U.N. From 1966 to 69, he 
was executive secretary of the 
Philippine Republic and was at 
one time general manager of 
the “Manila Chronide.” 


100 hurt in clashes among 
Bangladesh political rivals 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
At least 100 people were injured 
in a dash between two rival poli- 
tical parties outside Dhaka, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police said two policemen and 
one fireman were among the in- 
jured Friday in the fight at foe 
town of Adamjeenagar between 
workers of foe ruling Jatiya Party 
and the opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party. 

No arrests were made and the 
exact number of casualties was 
unavailable, police said. 

Khaleda Zia, head of the Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party, was 
scheduled to addrress a meeting 
at Adamjeenagar, 16 kilometres 
south of the capital, when the 
violence erupted, party sources' 
said. 


Police said they used batons 
and tear gas to disperse a crowd 
which set fire to several shops, 
offices of rival political parties 
and the dais for the public 
meeting. 

The rioters fought with rocks, 
dubs and sticks and exploded 
homemade bombs and firecrack- 
ers, police said. Eyewitnesses 
said most of the injured sought 
first aid at private duties. 

Oraidor Rahman, a leader of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, 
blamed the dashes on Jatiya Par- 
ty "hooligans.” 

“The Jatiya workers want to 
stop Khaleda Zia from campaign- 
ing against foe autocratic govern- 
ment," he said at a news confer- 
ence in Dhaka. 


Ecuador adopts austerity 
measures after earthquake 


QUITO (R) — Ecuador has 
adopted tough fuel conservation 
measures after oil production was 
paralysed by an earthquake in 
which six people died and 20 were 
injured. 

Energy and Mines Minister 
Javier Espinosa said on television 
Friday night foe country would 
cut domestic fuel sales by 30 per 
cent. It would also suspend fore- 
ign crude sales, the natron’s main 
export earner. 

The quake on Thursday, which 
registered six on the 12-point 
Mercalli scale, killed at least six 
people and was centred near the 
Reventador Volcano about 90 
kilometres east of Quito, author- 
ities said. At least 700 aftershocks 
struck Friday. 

The quake paralysed oil pro- 
duction by d amagin g about 40 
kilometres of Ecuador’s main 
pipeline linking Amazon basin oil 
fields to the Pacific Ocean' coast, 
Mr. Espinosa said. 

Ecuador, a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), has 
been recently pumping 260,000 
barrels per day (BPD). 

Deputy Energy VGrister Fer- 
nando Santos Alvite told an inter- 
viewer it could take more than a 


month to repair the line. 

The government’s austerity 
measures ban the sale of aviation 
fuel to foreign airliners on inter- 
national routes and no fuel will be 
available for ships owned by fore- 
ign lines. 

Ecuador also banned the sale 
of petrol on weekends and holi- 
days and limited sales on week- 
days. an Energy and Mines 
Ministry communique said. 

The tremor was the strongest 
registered in Ecuador since Au- 
gust 1980 when a quake measur- 
ing eight on the Mercalli scale 
struck the port dty of Guayaquil, 
seismological officials said. 

The government Friday closed 
its offices in the capital and shut 
schools after the quake shattered 
windows in at least 30 office 
buildings in Quito, opened cracks 
in chambers at Congress and 
damaged five churches built in 
the 16th and 17th centuries dur- 
in the Spanish colonial era. 

Ecuador exported an average 
of 173,500 BPD of oil last year. 
Its overall production last week 
was about 260,000 BPD, or about 
50,000 BPD above its OPEC- 
assigned quota, according to foe 
Energy and Mines. Ministry. 
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Man sheds one tenth of weight in operation 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 640-pound (290- kg) man lost nearly 60 
pounds (27 kg) in an emergency intestinal bypass operation that 
removed a huge amount of bodv fat. A hospital spokeswoman 
said Raymond Robles, 54, was expected to lose 150 irore poun& 
(68 kg) during foe next year after foe rerouting of IS (46 
cm) of intestine as treatment for an eating disorder. Robles, 
recuperating in a double-sized bed. had been unable to leave 
home for seven years because of his weight and was bea-ndden 
for the past six months, foe spokeswoman said. 
amateur tennis player, who is five feet 10 metes (1. * metre) tail, 
was in stable but critical condition, she said. 

Everest may not be tallest mountain 

NEW YORK (R) — Mount Everest may not be theworld’s 
highest mountain, U.S. scientists were quoted as saying. The New 
York Tunes, citing a report by scientists at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, said new measuring techniques using a 
U-S. satellite indicate that K-2, another peak m the Himalayas, 
may be taller. But foe scientists were unwilling to confirm K-Z was 
foe world's tallest peak until they could also measure Everest 
using the same techniques. The accepted height for Everest is 
29,028 feet (8.847 metres) and K-2 is bsied at 28,250 feet (8,610 
metres). However, a Washington University expedition which 
dim bed K-2 last vear established its height as -9.064 feet (8,858 
metres), with the'possibility that it could be as tall as -9.-28 feet 
(8,908 metres). One of foe sdentisis told foe New York Tunes, 
however, that foe height now accepted for Everest could also be 
wrong. “I wouldn’t be surprised if we found Everest to be 
higher," Dr. George Wallersiein, a member of the exhibition, 
said. 

Man on death row freed after 13 years 

TAMPA, Florida (AP) — A man who came within 24 hours of 
execution was freed after two witnesses who helped send him to 
death row 13 years ago recanted their trial testimony. Joseph 
Green Brown was released Thursday night after state prosecutors 
decided they couldn't win a murder reirial ordered by the courts. 
“The only proof we have is that there is no proof.’’ prosecutor 
Chris Hoyer said. Brown was sentenced to die for the 1973 
robbery, rape and murder of Earlene Evans Barksdale. The nude 
body of the 34-year-old woman was found in the back office of heT 
children's clothing store. She had been shot in the head. In 19S3, 
foen-Governor Bob Graham signed a death warrant, and Brown 
was scheduled to die in foe electric chair on foe morning of Oct. 
18. But less than 24 hours before, U.S. District Judge W. Terrell 
Hodges blocked foe execution in response to an appeal citing 11 
alleged violations to the U.S. constitution. Brown's argument in 
both state and federal appeals courts centred on a- videotaped 
deposition of the state's key witness recanting his trial testimony. 
The 11th U.S. circuit court of appeals in Atlanta ruled in March 
1986 that the state had made a secret, unfair deal with a witness to 
testify at Brown's trial. The witness, Ronald Floyd, now says he 
tied on the witness stand and was not with Brown when Mrs. 
Barksdale was slain. Hoyer said. A second witness who testified 
against Brawn was interviewed and said he also lied, Hoyer said. 

Ex-pom star undergoes liver transplant 

PITTSBURGH (R) — Linda Lovelace, who starred in foe 
X-rated movie Deep Throat, then went on to campaign against 
pornography, underwent a liver transplant, a hospital spokes- 
woman said. The operation at Pittsburgh’s Presbyterian Universi- 
ty hospital lasted almost 14 hours, spokeswoman Chris Shirer 
said. She said Lovelace, registered in her real name as Linda 
Marchiano, was listed in “critical” condition, which was normal 
for such surgery. Shirer quoted Chief Surgeon Wallace Marsh as 
saying the surgery “was not marked by any inordinate problems." 
She said Marchiano was being monitored in the intensive care unit 
for the next 48-72 hours. Marchiano, 37, who has appealed for 
donations towards the transplant since last year, had been living 
in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area with her husband Larry in 
recent months' and was notified that a suitable 'donor had been 
found, Shirer said. Marchiano was diagnosed last year as suffering 
from hepatitis, believed to have been contracted from a blood 
transfusion following a car crash several years ago. 

New virus may cause 2nd AIDS epidemic 

ATLANTA (R) — A new strain of AIDS virus discovered about 
a year ago could touch off a second epidemic of the disease in 
Africa, the Atlanta Journal has reported. The new virus, called 
HIV-2, appears to cause the same fatal damage to the immune 
system but is genetically unlike foe previously known AIDS virus, 
foe paper said. “The HIV-2 virus right now is confined mainly to 
West Africa, but foe concern is that it will spread,” Dr. Thomas 
Quinn of the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in Baltimore told 
the newspaper. “The virus has foe potential to cause a second 
epidemic.’’ Dr. Harold Jaffe, chief of the epidemiology branch of 
foe AIDS programme at the Atlanta-based U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC), said the new virus is closer to one known 
to infect monkeys, the Simian virus. Since there is no evidence foe 
disease has reached the United States, CDC is doing only a small 
stuefy of the virus, which was first reported by researchers of 
Institute Pasteur in Paris last year. Jaffe said one of foe main 
problems will be finding a test which can identify the new virus in 
blood. There is some concern the present AIDS test may not pick 
up this virus, he added. 

Faster blood screening system developed 

TOKYO (R) — Japan has developed an automatic blood 
screening system for AIDS which can determine within one hour 
whether people are infected with the killer disease, the Japanese 
Red Cross society has said. The system uses a newly-developed 
chemical test which enables existing automatic blood testing 
machines to detect the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) virus, officials of the society’s Hokkaido blood-donor 
centre in northern Japan said. Tokyo-based Fuji Rebio, develop- . 
ers of the chemical ust? in the system, said local marketing will 
begin next month. The current widely-used AIDS screening 
method Elisa (enzyme linked immuno assay) takes several hours 
and requires more staff. The society said the new system would 
cut the increasing work of checking for AIDS carriers if it was 
approved and introduced at its 75 blood-donor centres in Japan. 
Last November, the society started AIDS tests for all blood 

TSSPEJl* fff**, 10 "*?*. tie of recipients contracting 
AIDS through blood transfusions. 


Bikini-dad dancers banned from stage 

PEKDJG (AP) — A music group whose shows featured dancers 
dad in Bjorns has been banned from performing, the English- 
language China Daily reported Saturday. The group was burned 
yer authorities in Guangzhou province issued rales last week 
forbidding women from performing in bikinis, the report said, 
me women were subsequently accused by a state-run local 
newspaper of corrupting public morals." The group was headed 
f £™ er worker at the Canton machine factory, China Daily 
said. .The national government recently Issued a set of rale 
banning bikinis in all performances except body building con- 
tests. The move coincides with a conservative shift in Chinese 

K Il 52»; an< T»SJ ampa, f n a S ainst “bourgeois liberalisation," or 
advocating Western values at the expense of. Chinese traditions. 







